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THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Nesting Season 


Ludlow Griscom 


HE varied reports before me reflect 

the interests of the numerous cooper- 

ators. Many are interested chiefly in 
rare or local record birds, all too often as- 
suming but not really securing definite 
breeding evidence. It is therefore refreshing 
to note the really marvelous work of Phil 
Kahl and Mumford in checking the status 
of the Chuck-will’s-widow in the Midwest- 
ern Prairie Region by running a series of 
nightly listening posts, getting results very 
different indeed from the casual census or 
bird-listing method. With the winter losses 
of the Eastern Bluebird in 1950, we note no 
recovery at all in eastern Massachusetts 
(Griscom), a definite recovery in Illinois 
and southern Iowa, but not in northern 
Iowa (Val Nolan). 

Weather is of great importance in the 
nesting season to birds, rather than to bird- 
ers as in the migration seasons. Violent and 
destructive tornadoes in Michigan did little 
harm to birds as the nesting cycle was des- 
troyed and began all over again! Rain, hail, 
and floods spoiled an incipiently good nest- 
ing for ducks in parts of the Prairie States. 
Again “searing heat and drought” in the Ap- 
palachian Region bothered the birders but 
not the birds. 

Two severe southerly storms in Massa- 
chusetts brought a few pelagic birds to the 
coast and a few southern stragglers such as 
Am. Oyster-catcher and Black Skimmer, 
but did not produce any results of interest 
along the coast southward or in Nova 
Scotia. 

The recent trend of southern birds north- 


296 


ward is now so great as to render it impos- 
sible to list and note all such records. Read- 
ers interested should carefully examine the 
reports from New York and Ontario and 
Arizona. In the Northeastern Maritime Re- 
gion, note House Wren in Nova Scotia, 
June 11-29 (Harrison F. Lewis). Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo near Matapedia, N. B. 
(Riedels fide S. A. Eliot), and Eastern 
Meadowlark at Ellsworth, Maine, (S. A. 
Eliot ). More eastern birds are turning up in 
Arizona. 

Shearwaters.—A great year off the Massa- 
chusetts coast; 1 Manx collected. 

Blue-faced Booby.—Collected at Galves- 
ton, Tex. 

Frigate-bird.—Seen flying over Arizona, 
and way inland in Florida! 

Southern Herons.—Most editors complain 
of the lack of late summer flights compared 
to recent years and speculate on the causes, 
none confirmed. Am. Egret nesting north to 
Fisher’s Island, N. Y., and Ontario, Canada. 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron now nesting 
in Connecticut. Cattle Egret, 6 at Cape 
May, N. J. and the first in Northwestern 
Florida. 

Wood Ibis.—A_ strange invasion into 
coastal Louisiana, up to 50,000 birds; also 
on coastal Texas. Not known to nest in 
either State! 

Ducks. — Green-winged Teal nesting in 
Massachusetts and near Philadelphia, Pa. 
Ring-necked Duck nesting in Vermont, 
New Hampshire and Indiana. 

Zone-tailed Hawk.—Nesting near San 
Angelo, Tex. and on Edwards Plateau. 
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Purple Gallinule.—This notably wander- 
ing species has now been collected in New 
Mexico. 

Shorebirds.—Good late July adult flight 
in the Northeast, with a maximum of 33 
Hudsonian Godwits in Massachusetts and 5 
in Nova Scotia (Harrison F. Lewis). Poor 
flight in September, and poor for the rarer 
western species. Many early reports for the 
Southeast, including the Long-billed Cur- 
lew. An adult male Ruff in Virginia. 

Phalaropes.—Marked invasion in Massa- 
chusetts after September storm. Usual num- 
ber off the California coast. 

Jaegers.—Great year off the Massachus- 
etts coast. 

Gulls.—Little Gull in Massachusetts and 
Ohio. One Sabine’s Gull collected and one 
seen off Massachusetts. 

Terns.—Great nesting year off Northeast 


coast. Roseate apparently nesting in Nova 
Scotia, and a heavy flight off Massachusetts. 
Least Tern in numbers off Massachusetts, 
and collected in Arizona. Bridled Tern col- 
lected in Florida. 

Cassin’s Kingbird.—Collected and new to 
Canada! 

Cerulean Warbler. — Now nesting near 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Orchard Oriole.—Recorded in Arizona. 

Blue Grosbeak.—At least 5 pairs breed- 
ing in southern New Jersey. 

Evening Grosbeak.—Apparently nesting 
in the Adirondacks, N. Y. (several locali- 
ties) and in Vermont and New Hampshire. 

White-winged Crossbill.—Another sum- 
mer invasion to the Gaspe Peninsula, east- 
ern Maine, New Hampshire (in flocks 
above tree-line in the mountains), and in 
the Adirondacks, N. Y. 





REGIONAL REPORTS 


Nesting Season 


June 1 to August 15, 1953 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION.—The 
weather was surprisingly variable for New England. 
June was on the whole a very dry month, intensified 
by a cracking heat wave 
at the close. On Cape 
Cod there was no meas- 
urable rain the entire 
month. July and the first 
part of August were re- 
markably cool and slightly 
rainy. Late August and 
early September ushered 
in another severe heat 
wave and a period of 
drought which still pre- 
vails. As a result, pools, 
ponds and marshes dried 
up or evaporated and 
certain birds were af- 
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large party toured Essex 
County, Mass., on July 15, recording 104 species. My 
chief interest was to note the rapidly waning song 


season, and the virtual disappearance of many com- 
mon summer resident land birds, showing that the 
nesting season was over and that the post-nuptial 
moult had begun. There were marked signs of the 
early departure southward of many water birds (suc- 
cessful season) and even land birds (numerous cool 
fronts through August). 

Two really severe southerly storms struck Nan- 
tucket and the coast of Cape Cod. On Aug. 14 and 
15 there was a very early flight of Am. Golden 
Plover; Black Skimmers (in no large numbers) ap- 
peared on the Rhode Island and Massachusetts coasts; 
an Am. Oyster-catcher reached Nantucket (Hey- 
woods) and shearwaters and petrels could be seen 
off Monomoy, Mass. Another storm on Sept. 6 
brought another flight of shorebirds to those hardy 
enough to go to the coast in a northeast gale. Off 
Nauset beach Mason, Snyder, and Bob Smart saw over 
1000 Northern Phalaropes come in from the ocean. 
On Monomoy we had over 400, some Am. Golden 
Plovers and both godwits. It cleared beautifully in 
the afternoon and not a single bird of interest re- 
mained, proving how important it is not to wait 
until the weather turns pleasant! It is possible that 
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the scattering of Hooded Warblers and Summer 
Tanagers was due to one or both of these storms. 

This year was a fine fishing year. Tuna and bluefish 
were abundant, so were small bait such as young 
hake, herring and pink euphausiid shrimp in gigantic 
strands or flocks near the surface. As a result we 
had a very great year for shearwaters and jaegers, the 
former gorged by abundant food by mid-morning and 
sitting tame in the water in flocks the rest of the day, 
the latter chasing and robbing the abundant terns 
after a very successful season. For the first time, I 
believe, many were photographed in colored movies 
by Richard Borden and Roger T. Peterson. 

Sooty Shearwater—Abundant in July, declining 
after mid-August to a record date of Oct. 11. Maxi- 
mum 140 in one day. 

Greater Shearwater.—Arrived in numbers off Mono- 
moy, July 11 (Warden Chandler), steadily increasing 
to an unprecedented 1000 in a day by mid-September; 
still abundant on Oct. 2. 

Cory’s Shearwater—First noted on Aug. 13, but 
never in any great numbers, contrary to the usual rule. 

Manx Shearwater.—One photographed and col- 
lected by Allen Morgan on Aug. 13. Three other 
small black and white shearwaters were seen, July 
12-Sept. 27, but I do not regard the species as satis- 
factorily identifiable in the field. 

Wilson's Petrel—For an unknown reason, in the 
lowest or poorest numbers ever recorded. 

Southern Herons.—A notably poor year for every 
species except the Am. Egret. No Snowies in Massa- 
chusetts except spring stragglers. 

Ducks.—Green-winged Teal nested unsuccessfully 
on Plum Island refuge. Hooded Mergansers bred suc- 
cessfully at Georgetown, Mass. for the third year. 
It is now routine for immatures to turn up somewhere 
in early August. Common Eiders summered in unusual 
numbers off Monomoy (max. 55). With them was a 
pure albino, present over a month. On Sept. 27 Allen 
Morgan and I studied a changing male King Eider, 
possibly present but unidentified earlier. 

Rails —Clapper Rail occurred again at Newbury- 
port, Mass., first seen on July 26. It is now positively 
common on Cape Cod in at least seven localities, and 
to be heard calling all night at the proper places. 
They occasionally survive the winter, but it is indeed 
extraordinary that they are never seen or heard in 
spring or early summer. Breeding is too easily as- 
sumed but remains to be confirmed in my opinion. 
King Rail, found nesting in a marsh near Newbury- 
port (Mrs. Clara deWindt), adults seen with downy 
young, one of the few sure Massachusetts breeding 
records. 

Shorebirds—Ten species of stragglers on Mono- 
moy, June 20. First transients on June 27; in num- 
bers by July 5. Peak of good adult flight, July 29, on 
Monomoy (LG, Mr. & Mrs. Gardner D. Stout) ; Red 
Knots (1000), Dowitchers (5000), Hudsonian God- 
wit (33 adults), the latter first reported on record 
early dates at Nauset (July 1, Miss R. Bigelow), and 
Monomoy (July 4, Mrs. Maclay). No good second 
peak, and the rarer inland or western species were 
uncommon or in poor numbers, notably (Western) 


Willet and Marbled Godwit. 
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Jaegers.—Great flight year for Pomarine and Para. 
sitic, 25-40 daily off Cape Cod. 

Gulls.—Little Gull, one at Newburyport, June 27 
(immature), Aug. 8 (perfect adult) and Sept. 3, 
Sabine’s Gull, adult off Chatham, Mass., photographed 
in color (R. Borden) collected, Aug. 13 (A. Mor. 
gan). Another adult seen there on Sept. 3 (D. Snyder 
and Bob Smart). 

Terns.—Great breeding year (Dr. O. L. Austin 
Sr.). Heavy flight of Roseate Terns off Monomoy, 
June 20-late August; maximum 1000 on Aug. 22. 
Least Tern, heavy flight in early July; over 300, 
June 30-July 7 at Chatham (Mrs. Maclay). Royal 
Tern, 1 adult at Monomoy, July 29, Aug. 15 and a 
few days later at Nauset (C. R. Mason). 

Dovekie.—One off Nantucket, July 1 (Heywood). 

Barn Owl.—Nested successfully at Lincoln and Ip. 
swich, Mass. 

Carolina Wren.—In Massachusetts, nesting com- 
monly at Westport and Naushon Island; one pair 
at Orleans (Osborne Earl). Summer wanderers to 
Cambridge (LG) and Chatham (Howard Rich, LG). 

Seaside Sparrow.—Colonies in three places at Plum 
Island, Essex Co., Mass.; at least 6 pairs in one place. 
—LupLow GriscoM, Museum of Comparative Zool- 
ogy, Cambridge 38, Mass. 


HUDSON—ST. LAWRENCE REGION.—At New 
York City the temperature for May was about normal; 
it was wet but the precipitation was not abnormally 
heavy; there was some 
rainfall on 18 days of the 
month, and sunshine was 
16 per cent below aver- 
age. June ended the 
period of heavy rainfall 
that had continued dur- 
ing the preceding 3 
months, and the total for 
that month was more 
than 2 inches below nor- 
mal; sunshine was 13 per 
cent above average, while 
temperature showed an 
average of 2° above nor- 
mal. July temperature 
was slightly above the 
norm and rainfall de- 
ficient with one torren- 
tial rain on the 23rd. In 
Ulster Co., N. Y. tem- 
peratures were above normal with drought con- 
ditions prevailing. In Quebec, June temperature was 
normal and rainfall low; foliation of trees was com- 
plete by June 8; July conditions were normal. The 
nesting season in this Region was marked by two 
important features. The first was the number of 
species that showed an extension of breeding range. 
The second was the large number of second broods 
produced as a result of favorable weather con- 
ditions and a plentiful food supply; the volume of 
insect life in many locations was enormous. Bird 
activities in the coming seasons will probably be in- 
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fluenced by the heavy cone crop on hemlocks and 
spruces in the north woods and by the almost total 
absence of Lemmings in northern Ungava. 

Herons.—In the heron colony at Sandy Hook, N. J. 
the breeding population of Great Blue Herons was 
about half as large as that of last year (Gardner D. 
Stout); Binghamton, N. Y. also noted a marked de- 
crease in breeding birds (L. E. Bemont). Through 
central Vermont they were more numerous than in 
past years (A. M. Decker), and this is also true at 
the northern end of Lake Champlain (R. H. Minns). 
Breeding birds were recorded in considerable numbers 
down the St. Lawrence Valley as far at least as 
Kamouraska County, Que. (R. Cayouette). Numerous 
nests of Am. Egrets were found at Sandy Hook, and 
nesting was generally successful. At Fishers Island, 
N. Y., off the eastern end of Long Island, 3 pairs of 
these egrets nested (H. L. Ferguson, Jr.), apparently 
the most northerly breeding record in modern times. 
Few post-breeding wanderers were noted. At Sandy 
Hook several Snowy Egrets were present continuously 
during the breeding season (GDS). Two pairs nested 
successfully on an island in Jamaica Bay, Long 
Island (J. J. Elliott); 15 wanderers were at Wreck 
Pond, near Asbury Park, N. J. and 5 at Manasquan, 
N. J., July 26 (1. Black, G. M. Seeley). The only 
Little Blue Heron reported was 1 immature near 
Sparta, N. J., Aug. 9 (E. B. Nixdorf). The nests in 
the Green Heron colony at Bayswater, L. I. were con- 
tinually raided by grackles and most of the eggs 
stolen (J. Mayer). Nesting Black-crowned Night 
Herons were unusually numerous throughout the 
entire Region north to the St. Lawrence River. Two 
pairs of Yellow-crowned Night Herons nested on 
western Long Island (JJE) and 2 pairs near So. Nor- 
walk, Conn. (J. Malkin) ; these latter probably repre- 
sent the first definite breeding record for Connecticut. 
These herons have been seen at Great Marsh in this 
area for many years and the first specimen was se- 
cured by W. F. Smith in 1922. An immature of the 
species was seen several years ago at this locality by 
A. A. Saunders. There were many reports of the 
Least Bittern, including many breeding records. 
Several families were found near Franklin, N. J. 
(EBN) ; others bred near Pittsfield, Mass. 

Brant, Ducks—A few non-breeding Am. Brant 
summered on the bays of New Jersey and Long 
Island where the large flocks had wintered; a cripple 
was on Leverett Pond, Franklin Co., Mass. from mid- 
June into July, an indicator perhaps of the spring 
flight-line of the species. Black Ducks were down 
slightly as breeders in northern Lake Champlain 
(RHM). Forty pairs of Gadwall were at Jones Beach 
Pond, L. I.; presumably all nested and many young 
were seen (JJE). Blue-winged Teal nested early near 
Watertown, N. Y.; broods of young were seen as 
early as May 17 (J. B. Belknap). These teal were 
rather numerous on Lake Champlain near Burlington, 
Vt. in late July (Marion L. Smith). At Marine Park, 
Staten Island, N. Y. a pair of Blue-wings occupied 
a small pond where they have bred for the past ‘5 
years (Mathilde P. Weingartner). It is generally re- 
ported that Wood Ducks had a very successful nest- 
ing season and counts of individual birds were high. 


In Vermont about Aug. 1, 25 were seen at Milton; 18 
at Benson (Betty Ball) and 34 at Ferrisburg (Edna 
Dunbar). Near Glastonbury, Conn. a Wood Duck 
breeding area was surveyed and 162 of these ducks 
of all ages were counted; others were heard but were 
not added to the count (L. J. Whittles). There were 
several reports of broods of Ring-necked Ducks in 
northern New England; on Aug. 1, 2 adult females 
with 13 young were at Lake Memphremagog, Vt., an- 
other 2 was at the same point giving distraction 
display (W. R. Miller); a pair was seen at Scotts 
Bog in the Second Connecticut Lake area of northern 
New Hampshire about June 27 (H. Halburg). On 
July 1 a 9 Am. Golden-eye, with 19 or 20 young, was 
recorded on Lake Memphremagog, Vt. (WRM); 
this probably represented a junction of 2 broods. A 
brood count of the Common Eider on the lower St. 
Lawrence River from Kamouraska County to Matane, 
Que. from July 7 to 10 showed 322 broods with a 
total of 1876 young and 535 adult females, or an 
average of 3.3 young per female. About 800 males 
were seen (RC, L. Lemieux, G. Moisan). Am. 
Mergansers again bred in Franklin County, Mass. 
(Weeks). 

Hawks, Grouse——At Quabbin Reservoir in Massa- 
chusetts 14 Bald Eagles were counted on July 14, all 
adults. This is a reduction from 5 years ago, probably 
due to the failure of the southern race to reproduce 
(S. A. Eliot). A Spruce Grouse nest with 6 eggs was 
found at the Second Connecticut Lake, N. H. (F. T. 
Scott). There was a slight increase in this species in 
the Adirondacks (JJE). A general increase was noted 
in the Ruffed Grouse. This year’s coveys were large 
in the Green Mountains, Vt. (AMD) ; and the species 
was fairly numerous in the Connecticut Lake area 
(HH). There had been a local reduction about New- 
bury, Vt. (WPS). In the Adirondacks the species had 
a good nesting season. 

Rails and Coots.—A King Rail was reported from 
Hardwick, Mass., June 15 (SAE). Clappers were 
common on the south shore of Long Island (JJE). 
A Virginia Rail with 2 downy young was seen north 
of Gouverneur in northern New York (JBB); a nest 
of this rail with 10 eggs was found on June 13 at 
Newbury, Vt. (WPS); one of the species was seen 
at Scotts Bog, Second Connecticut Lake, N. H., a 
new record for the section (T. Richards). Am. Coots 
were fairly common around Binghamton, N. Y. and 
the presence of half-grown young confirms nesting 
(LEB). 

Shorebirds through Skimmers.—Piping Plover bred 
very successfully on southern Long Island (JJE). An 
Am. Woodcock was heard performing near North- 
ampton, Mass. as late as July 17 (SAE). An Upland 
Sandpiper nest with 4 eggs was found near Agawam, 
Mass., May 17 (SAE); a pair was seen north of 
Deposit, N. Y., July 8 (S. S. Wilson, Jr.) and they 
still nested in the rapidly disappearing areas suitable 
for this bird from Wantagh east to Westerly, L. I. 
(JJE). Three hundred pairs of Herring Gulls nested 
on a large island in Jamaica Bay, L. I.; this colony 
has grown from 6 pairs in 1950 (JM, et al.). A care- 
fully-studied Royal Tern was on Wreck Pond near 
Asbury Park, N. J. on July 26 (GMS, JB). Black 
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Terns nested freely un the islands in the St. Law- 
rence River off Sorel, Que. (LL, GM); 4 of these 
terns with 3 young were at Swanton, Vt., July 19 
(BB) and 5 adults were near Franklin, N. J., June 
20 (J. L. Edwards, EBN). Seventy-five pairs of 
Black Skimmers nested at Jamaica Bay, L. I. (JJE). 

Cuckoos, Goatsuckers, Swifts, Woodpeckers.— 
Generally the caterpillar crop was large and both 
cuckoos were numerous, but there was a surprising 
variation in the ratio of the two species in different 
localities. Many sections reported Whip-poor-wills 
very scarce and, on Long Island this also holds true 
for the Common Nighthawk. On June 15, Chimney 
Swifts were seen flying and feeding above the 4200 
ft. peak of Slide Mt. in the Catskills of New York 
(J. Burroughs Nat. Hist. Soc.). Yellow-bellied Sap- 
suckers with young were seen during the first week of 
August at Leyden, Mass. (W. T. Arms). Arctic 
Woodpeckers were reported both from the Adiron- 
dacks of New York and the Connecticut Lake section 
of New Hampshire, and Three-toed Woodpeckers 
were seen at St. Douat, Que. (MLS) and at the 
Connecticut Lakes, N. H. (TR). 

Flycatchers and Swallows.—Four singing Yellow- 
bellied Flycatchers were heard on June 13 near Pitts- 
burg, N. H. (Vera H. Wallace). Rough-winged 
Swallows are increasing in northern Vermont; some 
recent July records were from Colchester, Milton and 
Burlington (MLS). The small colony of Cliff Swal- 
lows at Ringwood Park, N. J. has increased to 10 
breeding pairs; half of the nests built by the swallows 
this year were seized by English Sparrows (S. Wald- 
ron). A new colony of nesting Purple Martins in 
northern New Jersey was found near Preakness (A. 
E. Eynon, R. B. Evans); 6 pairs occupied the martin 
box at Wolf Pond, Staten Island, N. Y. (MPW); 
the species is reported increasing on Long Island and 
a pair bred at Longmeadow, Mass., the first nesting 
record for western Massachusetts in years. 

Nuthatches, Creepers, Wrens.—Red-breasted Nut- 
hatches were extremely numerous in the north coun- 
try; in the Green Mountains, Vt. they were common 
for the first time since 1949 (AMD). Nesting Brown 
Creepers in the vicinity of Krumville, Ulster Co., 
N. Y. at an elevation of 600 ft. were unusual; young 
were off the nest at end of June (F. N. Hough). 
Near Accord, N. Y. a House Wren raised a second 
brood in an abandoned nest of a Baltimore Oriole; 
the young left the nest on Aug. 15 (FNH). On July 
26 A. E. Eynon found a Winter Wren singing near 
the south end of Greenwood Lake, N. J.; this wren 
probably nests regularly but in very small numbers 
in this part of New Jersey. The Carolina Wren has 
advanced northward and increased in numbers, prob- 
ably due to favorable conditions of weather and food. 
They have been seen and heard at Hadley, Buckland 
and Shelburne, Mass. (SAE) and near Bethany, 
Conn. (H. Bunting). They showed an increase at 
Binghamton, N. Y. (LEB). 

Mockingbirds, Thrushes.—Several Mockingbirds 
were reported in the Plainfield-New Brunswick sec- 
tion of northern New Jersey (R. C. Conn); 1 pair 
nested in a poison ivy vine (Mildred C. Reed). A 
Wood Thrush remained through July at Burlington, 
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Vt. (MLS). The Hermit Thrush is known to nest in 
small numbers in northern New Jersey; on June 20 
one was heard in the Mashipcong area of Sussex 
County (F. P. Wolfarth), and at about the same 
point a song was still heard on July 27 (Coes, EBN). 
On Long Island, Hermit Thrushes were heard in the 
Eastport-Speonk area and the old colony still survives 
at Coram (JJE). The Olive-backed Thrush has been 
unusually common throughout its entire breeding 
range. It was one of the most numerous nesters in 
the Adirondacks; on the slope of the higher peaks of 
the Catskills it was abundant. A reconnaissance on 
Slide Mountain by the J.B.N.H.S. in the early breed- 
ing season showed that the Gray-cheeked Thrush 
(Bicknell’s) was fairly common near the summit; 
in the Adirondacks these birds were found as low as 
2900 ft.; in Vermont records were from Mt. Horrid, 
June 24 (W. P. Smith, H. Potter), Smuggler’s Notch, 
6 on June 30 (VHW), and Mt. Mansfield, 33 from 
June 10 to 12 (BB). This thrush was still singing on 
Mt. Greylock, Mass. July 17 (SAE). 

Gnatcatchers, Pipits, Vireos—There were two te- 
ports of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers nesting in northern 
New Jersey: one pair in Green Village near Morris- 
town, the other in Hatfield Swamp in the same 
general area (Carol Davis). Near Binghamton, N. Y. 
several pairs were reported and 2 nests were found 
(LEB). Two Water Pipits were seen and photo- 
graphed on the summit of Mt. Greylock, Mass. on 
June 5 (Dorothy Snyder, F. Gillotti). Philadelphia 
Vireos were heard singing on June 13 at Pittsburg, 
N. H. (VHW). 

Warblers, Orioles —On the south end of Mt. Tom, 
Mass. near Holyoke, a Worm-eating Warbler was 
still singing on June 21, but there was no indication 
of breeding (SAE); one of this species was seen 
feeding young on June 19 at Lemontville near Kings- 
ton, N. Y. (H. Dunbar). Two Tennessee Warblers 
were in full song at Pittsburg, N. H., June 13 
(VHW ). Magnolia Warblers were particularly num- 
erous in the Green Mountains, Vt. (AMD): near 
Canaan, Conn., a Magnolia sang until July 11. This 
species is considered a ‘doubtful breeder in Connecti- 
cut’ (A. A. Saunders). Cape May Warblers bred in 
the Connecticut Lake area of New Hampshire; this 
species has not been recorded as a breeder in New 
Hampshire for many years (HH). The presence of 
Myrtle Warblers through June at Mohonk Lake, N. Y. 
indicates probable breeding (D. Smiley); near the 
summit of Slide Mountain several were seen on 
June 15 (J.B.N.H.S.). As in several years past a 
Cerulean Warbler was seen in Greenbrook Sanctuary 
on the Palisades near Alpine, N. J. (D. A. Riser). 
Through the nesting season the Bay-breast was de- 
clared the most abundant warbler in the Connecticut 
Lake area of New Hampshire (TR); one seen on 
July 21 at Amherst, Mass. carries no implication of 
breeding (SAE). At the summit of Slide Mountain 
the Black-poll Warbler was rather common above the 
balsam line on June 15 (J.B.N.H.S.); in the Adiron- 
dacks this warbler was widely distributed and occur- 
red in some localities at rather low elevations (JJE). 
Black-polls were singing on Mt. Greylock, Mass., July 
18 (SAE); 62 were counted on Mt. Mansfield, Vt. 
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July 10 to 12 (BB). The breeding limits of the two 
species of water-thrush continue to show an increas- 
ing zone of overlap. On June 12 at Ryegate, north 
of Wells River, Vt. a pair of Louisiana Water-thrushes 
were seen, 1 carrying food and both scolding (WPS). 
In New Hampshire the recent nesting records of this 
warbler are from points almost as far north. A pre- 
sumptive breeding record of the Northern is from 
northwestern Connecticut near Norfolk. A_ pair 
which was watched up to June 12 gave indications 
of breeding, but no nest was found (Bishop Robert 
Hatch). That this species does nest in this section of 
Connecticut is confirmed by A. A. Saunders who 
first found them in nearby Canaan in 1950. In 1952 
a pair was found feeding young on June 16. A pair 
of Mourning Warblers with nest was found at 
Jamaica, Vt. (K. Harde). Hooded Warblers nested 
near Lemontville, N. Y. (H. and Ilse Dunbar). 
Black-capped Warblers were found with nests in the 
Connecticut Lake area (HH). Canada Warblers were 
particularly numerous in the Green Mountains, Vt. 
(AMD). Two pairs of Orchard Orioles appear to 
have nested at Greenfield, Mass. One nest was photo- 
graphed in the top of a 40 ft. pine, and a male was 
seen feeding young on June 11 (SAE); this species 
nested at Stone Ridge near Kingston, N. Y., where 
young were off the nest, July 1 (FNH). 

Cardinals, Dickcissels —The Cardinal is now firmly 
established as a breeder on Long Island; at Cos Cob, 
Conn. a nest with 3 eggs was found; the species is 
becoming a rather common resident in that part of 
Connecticut (Carol S. Roesler). Although many 
Dickcissels were present through the winter in the 
southern part of the Region the only summer report 
was of one near New Brunswick, N. J. (F. J. Mc- 
Laughlin). 

Evening Grosbeaks—For a number of years the 
Evening Grosbeak has been known to breed in 
eastern Canada and reports of this summer's observa- 
tions indicate an extension of the nesting area in 
Quebec. At St. Douat they were rather common in 
early June (MLS); a banded ¢ was caught at 
Lake Doré, 100 miles north of Mont Laurier, on July 
6 (P. Colin); at Mont Tremblant they were noted 
as common (L. Lemieux). Small flocks were seen at 
Charlesbourg until July 17 and 1 was found at Bic, 
Rimouski Co. on July 7 (RC). For several summers 
some have nested in the Adirondacks near Saranac 
and there have been sporadic records of breeding in 
northern New England. In the past summer there 
has been an extraordinary expansion of the territory 
occupied in northern New York and New England 
and the birds have pushed south in considerable num- 
bers. In the Adirondacks they were seen about Tru- 
deau all summer and a nest with young was found at 
Saranac Lake (G. M. Meade); at Paul Smiths about 
10 miles to the northwest an immature ¢ apparently 
just off the nest was seen on June 28; this bird’s 
bill was yellowish-green and not horn-colored as is 
usually described (James Bond, C. C. Ross); a flock 
summered near Lake Placid (BB). During the first 
two weeks of July at Indian Lake about 40 miles 
south of Saranac a flock of about 25 was present, 
some of them immatures being fed by adults (G. 


Davenport); at Blue Mountain Lake, also in the 
Adirondacks, on June 30, 2 males and a female were 
seen; they were there during the week following, 
feeding on the ground and frequently flying into the 
tall trees nearby, but there was nothing to confirm 
nesting (R. Arbib). About 75 miles south of Saranac 
and near Lake George a small flock was present up to 
July 10 (Mrs. R. S. Carpenter); at Stony Creek, 
N. Y., also near Lake George a pair was seen in 
early July, and others during the summer in not dis- 
tant Speculator (JJE). Throughout the Green Moun- 
tains, Vt., Evening Grosbeaks summered in consider- 
able numbers and were well scattered through the 
area; pairs and small flocks were seen but no nests 
found; the reports come from Granville, Rochester, 
Mendon and Danby (AMD). In June a flock of 8 
was at Gaysville, Vt. at the home of Mr. Briem; on 
July 23 and 30 both adult and immature birds were 
noted (T. S. Fillebrown). The most southerly nesting 
point recorded in the Region was South Londonderry, 
Vt.; here the large wintering flock moved out in mid- 
May but left 5 pairs behind. Toward the end of June 
young birds began to appear, about 20 in all (Mrs. 
Elizabeth H. Downs); at Landgrove, about 10 miles 
north of the last named location, a pair with young 
came to the feeder of Mrs. Brooks; these had prob- 
ably nested nearby. In extreme northern New Hamp- 
shire a few Evening Grosbeaks were seen through- 
out the summer; on Aug. 9 a pair was seen, accom- 
panied by 3 immatures begging for food (FTS). 
Purple Finches, Crossbills —The breeding range of 
the Purple Finch has been thought to be confined to 
the northern part of the Region or to higher eleva- 
tions farther south. A few years ago a pair was found 
nesting at Ridgewood, N. J., within the New York 
City area. This summer, breeding in this section was 
greatly extended both in territory and in number of 
birds. At Ramsey, N. J. 30 or more of the species re- 
mained at the feeding station of A. E. Runk and 
brought many young to the feeder as the season ad- 
vanced. In Connecticut young birds appeared at feed- 
ing stations during the summer in Weston and at 
Easton, both near Westport (Betty Long). At Stam- 
ford these finches have been regular at a feeder since 
May 20; later the number increased to 17, many of 
them young (Mrs. G. R. Halpren). The possibility 
of all of these being House Finches from the 
Long Island colony was considered but all birds 
examined were Purple Finches. There are few reports 
of Red Crossbills; 20 at Somerset Reservoir near 
Wilmington, Vt., Aug. 23 (KH) and others at 
Clarendon, Vt., Aug. 6 (H. Potter). After the in- 
cursion of large numbers of White-winged Crossbills 
into the southern part of the Region in the past winter 
they moved north and were reported in large num- 
bers in northern New York and New England. In 
July and August they invaded the Connecticut Lake 
section of New Hampshire and on Aug. 13 a flock of 
50 was seen as well as several flocks of smaller size 
(FTS). At E. Lancaster, N. H. a small flock was 
found on Aug. 4 (Bishop Hatch); 8 were on 
Stratton Mountain, Aug. 19, and 35 near Somerset 
Reservoir, Aug. 23, both in Vermont (KH). At Stowe, 
Vt. 15 were reported on Aug. 19 (R. Brinckerhoff). 
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Sparrows.—Grasshopper Sparrows are reported as 
declining on Long Island (JJE). One Henslow’s 
Sparrow was seen at Hubbardton, Vt., June 25 (HP) 
and several near Amherst and Lanesboro, Mass. The 
Slate-colored Junco has not been known to breed in 
New Jersey but on July 26 an adult with a brown- 
streaked young was seen near the Wanaque Reservoir 
in the northern part of the state, a strong indication 
of nearby nesting (A. E. Eynon). On Slide Mountain 
in the Catskills their nesting was well distributed on 
the slopes and at the summit (J.B.N.H.S.). At an 
elevation of only 750 ft. on Mt. Tom, Mass. breeding 
Juncos were found in early June (Bryant). White- 
throated Sparrows were fairly common on Slide 
Mountain on June 15; frequently they sang through 
the night. Near Krumville, Ulster Co., N. Y. a pair 
of White-throats remained through the nesting sea- 
son in a cold bog at an elevation of 650 ft. (FNH). 
Two Lincoln’s Sparrows continued to sing through 
late June at Pittsburg, N. H. (F. T. and Eve Scott). 
—CHARLES K. NicHoLts, Am. Museum of Natural 
History, New York 24, N.Y. 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—The 
weather presented contrary aspects in the two parts 
of the Region, relatively cool in the northern part, 
but unusually dry 
and hot in the 
southern. In the 
Washington - Rich- 
mond area, July 
temperatures aver- 
aged 2.3° above 
normal. A_ hurti- 
cane which struck 
the coast in mid- 
August had no ap- 
parent effect upon 
birdlife except to 
send large num- 
bers of shorebirds 
into flooded fields. 
Nesting beach and 
marsh birds had a good season on the Jersey coast, 
but a poor one in Virginia because of high water 
from June winds. 

Washington Crossing Park in Pennsylvania has 
proved to be a fine bird sanctuary. N. C. Wyckoff 
recorded 67 breeding species in 1953. Interesting 
records included the following: Horned Owl nest 
with 2 young; Broad-winged Hawk nest with 3 
young; a pair of Veeries; several Blue-winged Warb- 
lers; Cerulean Warbler, 5 territorial males, one nest 
found; a pair of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers, June 14. 

Grebes, Herons, Wood Ibises—Three broods of 
Pied-billed Grebes were produced at Chincoteague 
Refuge, Va.: a nest with 3 eggs on June 7 (E. O. 
Mellinger), and two with young on June 16 (FRS). 
About 50 pairs of Great Blue Herons were counted in 
a rookery in tall trees in a maple swamp near Penns- 
ville, N. J., March 14. John H. Grey saw a rookery 
of 35 nests in 3 trees, north of Williamsburg, Va., 
April 14. Six Cattle Egrets summered at Cape May, 
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N. J., usually being seen in the cow pasture where 
they were first found in 1952. A Louisiana Heron was 
noted at Bombay Hook, Del., on July 21, 13 on 
July 29, and one at West Ocean City, N. J., on 
July 22 (P. F. Springer). F. R. Scott found 2 very 
late Green Herons leaving the nest on Aug. 8 at 
Cobb Island, Va. Some 15 pairs of Yellow-crowned 
Night Herons were discovered by W. B. Wright at 
Avalon, N. J., June 27, with most of the young about 
ready to leave the nests. This species nested success- 
fully at Seneca, Md. (J. Terborgh, L. Kilham) ; one 
was again seen in Rock Creek Park, D. C. (J. Cris- 
well) ; and a nest was found at Hampton, Va., June 
29 (Mrs. Luther Machen). Scott found 2 Least 
Bittern nests with eggs and one with young on 
Assateague Island, in Chincoteague Refuge, Va. on 
June 16. A Wood Ibis was seen at Stumpy Lake, 
Norfolk, Va., from July 26 to Aug. 9 (W. F., 
Rountrey, Paul Sykes, Billy Efird). 

Ducks.—Refuge Manager Mellinger reported an 
unprecedented hatch of Black Ducks at Chincoteague; 
also Blue-winged Teal nesting. Scott found Black 
Ducks in June and early July in Chesapeake Bay 
marshes in northern Accomac County, in Mathews 
County, and at Hampton, Va. Several pairs of Blue- 
winged Teal nested along Spring Creek, Lehigh Co., 
Pa. (Clinton Miller). Charles Price and John Miller 
found a Green-winged Teal with 8 young on June 14 
near Tinicum, Philadelphia. Immature Shovellers were 
present from July 29 to Aug. 13 at Bombay Hook, 
Del. where a pair of adults had been seen on June 
24 (PFS). On May 23, in a 3-mile stretch of the 
C & O Canal between Edwards Ferry and Seneca, 
Md., P. A. Dumont, Ruth Strosnider, and Louise 
Berry found 9 Wood Duck broods. A pair of Lesser 
Scaups, which showed considerable interest in each 
other and may have been mated, were discovered at 
Toms River, N. J., on July 11 (Frank McLaughlin). 
A male and 2 female Red-breasted Mergansers were 
seen at Ft. Monroe, Va., July 12 (R. J. Beasley); 
and 4 females near Parramore Island, Va., Aug. 15 
(PAD, et al.). 

Birds of Prey—A Black Vulture was noted at 
Bombay Hook on July 24 and 2 on Aug. 12 and 13 
(PFS). A Broad-winged Hawk's nest was found on 
May 10 at Brookmont, Md. (PAD); a bird was seen 
again through the summer at Norfolk, Va. (WFR); 
and one at Norge, Va., May 27 and June 12 (Bruce 
McCartney). In a good breeding season for Ospreys, 
21 young were banded at Avalon, N. J., on June 27 
(Joseph Jacobs). Marsh Hawks were rather common 
in marshes on both sides of Chesapeake Bay in Vir- 
ginia in June and early July (FRS). 

Rails to Coots —One of the finds of the season was 
a Purple Gallinule at Seneca, Md., the first Wash- 
ington region record for five years. First found by 
R. R. Kerr on July 19, it was seen for a week by 
many others. McCartney also watched one from April 
29 to May 10 at a small pond near Norge, Va. John 
and R. F. Miller found 3 nests of King Rails at 
Tinicum, Pa.: June 5 with 5 eggs, June 7 with 3 
eggs, June 10 with 9 eggs. A late nest of the Virginia 
Rail with 6 eggs was found at Bombay Hook on Aug. 
4 (PFS). At Beach Haven Inlet, N. J., a Black Rail’s 
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nest with 7 eggs was found on June 7 (JM); and 
a late nest of the same species with 5 eggs on Aug. 15 
(R. C. Conn). On June 16 Scott found the first 
Chincoteague Refuge, Va., nest of the Florida Galli- 
nule, with 4 eggs, and made the first summer record 
of the Am. Coot for the refuge. 

Shorebirds —Another outstanding record was a 
male Ruff which Mellinger successfully photographed 
at Chincoteague on July 12, the third Virginia record. 
On July 15 on sand islands east of Tuckerton, N. J., 
12 Am. Oyster-catchers and 2 young were noted (T. 
E. McMullen, Nelson Hoy). Piping Plover have been 
reported in fair numbers on the Jersey coast, and 
David Cutler noted 2 Wilson’s Plover at Beach Haven 
Inlet, N. J. on June 28. At the Norfolk, Va. airport 
John Witheroe and Paul Sykes saw 7 Upland Sand- 
pipers on Aug. 9. There were 9 the next day (WFR). 
Scott found paired Spotted Sandpipers at Cape 
Charles, Va. on June 18, and in Mathews County on 
July 11. A D. C. Audubon group saw 2 Marbled 
Godwits near Parramore Island, Va., on Aug. 15, and 
one at West Ocean City, Md., on Aug. 16. 

Gulls and Terns.—An Iceland Gull was found by 
Wright at Stone Harbor, N. J., on June 24 in an un- 
usually large flock of about 5300 winter gulls, com- 
posed of about 70 per cent Herring and 30 per cent 
Ring-billed, plus 25 Great Black-backed Gulls. Two 
Great Black-backed Gulls were seen near Parramore 
Island, Va., on Aug. 15 (PAD, ef al.). A sick Roseate 
Tern, picked up at Back Bay, Va., on June 14 (PS, 
et al.), died and has been mounted for the Norfolk 
Museum. About 4000 Common Terns and 4000 Black 
Skimmers bred on sand island east of Tuckerton, N. J. 
(TEM, NH). One immature and 3 adult Royal Terns 
were spotted near Fortescue, N. J., on July 5 (FM), 
and 4 adults and one immature at Beach Haven Inlet, 
N. J., on July 4 (Quintin Kramer). The observers 
thought there might be a breeding area nearby. 

Owls to Horned Larks.—The behavior of a pair of 
Short-eared Owls at Tinicum, Pa., on June 14 indi- 
cated that they had young nearby (CP, JM). Traill’s 
Flycatchers continue to increase in the Philadelphia 
area, where two types of nests are built, a loosely 
and a tightly constructed kind. According to Clinton 
Miller the species is increasing every year around 
Allentown, Pa., where observers believe it to be the 
western race. It nests in upland, dry fields, and uses 
the ‘fitz-bew’ type of song. Horned Larks (Prairie) 
were fairly common in June on the Virginia Eastern 
Shore (FRS). 

Swallows to Mockingbirds—A high count of 250 
Bank Swallows was made at Alexandria, Va., across 
the Potomac from the nesting bank, on July 17 (J. K. 
Wright). John DeLime, manager of the new Pres- 
quile Refuge in Chesterfield County, Va., found a 
colony of Bank Swallows there, with some 20 pairs 
feeding young on July 3. Shells of over 100 Clapper 
Rail eggs were found under a nest with 3 young Fish 
Crows in late June at Stone Harbor, N. J. (WBW). 
A young Fish Crow just able to fly was noted at Col- 
lingswood, N. J., Aug. 1, the nest being 60 feet up 
in the top of an oak. Mockingbirds are increasing 
around Allentown, Pa., with 2 or 3 pairs in a square 
mile area (CM). George Reynard found 19 adult and 


4 young Mockingbirds around Palmyra, N. J., where 
they were formerly rare. 

Warblers to Tanagers—John Westbrook found 3 
Prothonotary Warbler nests, one on, June 5 and 2 on 
June 7, in backwater swamps on Dan River at Dan- 
ville, which is much the farthest inland record in Vir- 
ginia. Scott found a pair feeding young on July 4 at 
Farmville, Va. L. G. Worley and Edward Fleisher saw 
a Swainson’s Warbler feeding young at the edge of a 
swampy area near Milburn Landing Park, near Poco- 
moke City, Md., June 20. The apparent rapid spread 
of Cerulean Warblers in this whole Region is inter- 
esting. Three pairs were present in the Wissahickon 
Valley, Philadelphia (RFM), with a nest on May 20, 
60 feet up. A Prairie Warbler feeding young near 
Hawk Mountain is apparently the first local breeding 
record (M. Broun). McCartney closely observed a 
male Mourning Warbler at Norge on May 24, our 
only eastern Virginia record. In the Norfolk, Va. area, 
Brown-headed Cowbird eggs were found in 2 Red- 
eyed Vireo nests in late June (PS), and a Hooded 
Warbler was seen feeding a cowbird fledgling on July 
11 (Cape Henry Bird Club). Scott found a colony of 
Boat-tailed Grackles in Mathews County, Va. Two 
pairs of Scarlet Tanagers at Norge on May 15 and 
June 11 (BM), and a pair at Williamsburg on May 
15 and June 15 (JHG) are evidence for the increase 
of the bird in Tidewater Virginia. 

Finches and Sparrows.—An early incubating Cardi- 
nal was found by Mrs. Earl Bellisfield at West Tren- 
ton, N. J., on March 14. Another noteworthy spread 
of range northward is that of the Blue Grosbeak. It is 
evident in New Jersey: a pair breeding again near 
Bridgeton and another pair not far away (Herbert 
Mills) ; two seen at Cape May Court House, June 7 
(WBW); a pair feeding young just out of the nest 
on Aug. 5 at Masonville, the first Burlington County 
breeding record (Lawrence Corn), and another pair 
at Eavesboro on July 11 (E. and H. Moore). DuMont 
found 4 Blue Grosbeaks between Seneca and Pooles- 
ville, Md., on June 7. A singing male Dickcissel seen 
near Wye Mills on June 19 is the first ever recorded 
from the ‘Eastern Shore” of Maryland (Neil Hotch- 
kiss, Ellis Miller). Dickcissels were scarce around 
Dickerson this year, probably because of destruction 
of cover, only 5 pairs being reported, these on May 
30 (JT). John V. Dennis found 15 pairs of Hens- 
low’s Sparrows near Leesburg, Va. in June. 

Correction.—Dovekie record in AFN, June 1953, 
page 208, should read Ocean City, N. J., not Mary- 
land.—JuLIAN K. Potter, 437 Park Ave., Collings- 
wood, N. J., and J. J. Murray, 6 White St., Lexing- 


ton, Va. 


SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION.— 
Weather during the mid-summer months was near 
normal. Rainfall deficiency in the Piedmont and bor- 
dering Mountain areas is noteworthy. Greensboro and 
Raleigh, N. C., reported the dryest July on record. On 
Aug. 13 an offshore tropical hurricane touched the 
North Carolina coast and possibly affected some fall 
arrivals. At inland Warner Robins, Ga., no definite 
damage to nesting was attributed to the tornado of 
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though there 
must have been 
some loss. Re- 
ports over the 
period were 
too few to 
fairly represent 
the Region. 

Grebes, Her- 
ons, Ibises, 
Ducks. — At 
Warner Rob- 
ms. Ga., Dr. 
Nathaniel R. Whitney, Jr., found two nests of Pied- 
billed Grebes with downy young, June 9. John 
Funderburg, Jr., reported four nests with eggs of 
Yellow-crowned Night Herons on June 15, near 
Hallsboro, Columbus Co., in the southeast corner of 
North Carolina. On July 23 a Wood Ibis was 
watched near Columbia, Tyrrell County, N. C., some 
50 miles south of the Virginia-North Carolina state 
line by Robert L. Wolff. This location is well to the 
north of other recent records for North Carolina. 
Young White Ibises were well into the Piedmont 
area at Winston-Salem, N. C., June 19 (Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward Kissam); and several were seen near 
Sumter, S. C., Aug. 8 (I. S. H. Metcalf). Game Pro- 
tector Buffaloe reported Wood Ducks incubating in 
Halifax County, N. C., on the very late date of Aug. 
4; an adult female was killed by a car, June 12, near 
Blowing Rock, N. C. At Rocky Mount, N. C., Joyner 
fed a female Lesser Scaup that summered on the town 
lake. 

Hawks.—On July 30, a Marsh Hawk was seen 
working the sand dunes near the village of Duck, 
N. C., and at nearby Topsail Beach young Ospreys 
were still in the nest on July 7 (Joyner). In mid- 
July a young Sparrow Hawk was captured at Wil- 
mington, N. C., while on the ground where a parent 
had been feeding it (Mrs. Cecil Appleberry); also 
at Wilmington, a young female was collected on June 
14 and deposited at the State Museum (Funderburg). 
These may be the first records for breeding of Spar- 
row Hawks on the North Carolina coast. 

Shorebirds, Terns —On Aug. 14, the day after the 
passage of a hurricane that swept northward just off- 
shore, Mrs. Appleberry, at Fort Fisher, near Wilming- 
ton, found an unusual concentration of Piping and 
Wilson’s Plovers, and among them three Long-billed 
Curlews, 23 Hudsonian Curlews, and 5 Marbled God- 
wits. These were early. The Long-billed Curlews are 
particularly noteworthy. These birds are coming back 
to the Carolina coast. Paul Sturm has found them 
wintering at Cape Romain Refuge for the past several 
years. In 1952 he noted their arrival on Aug. 31 as 
unusually early and it is interesting to associate that 
date with the hurricane of Aug. 30, 1952. These cur- 
lews come in from the north and strong northerly 
land winds are a part of our tropical storms. At Cape 
Romain Refuge Black-necked Stilts nested again this 
year. Two pairs were located. Sturm found a nest 
with 4 eggs and determined that both male and fe- 
male incubated. A Cabot’s Tern was reported at 
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Wrightsville Beach, N. C., during the week of Aug. 
2 to 9 by George Smith; another was reported by 
Mrs. W. C. Mebane at nearby Harbor Island, Aug. 14, 

Larks, Swallows, Waxwings.—Horned Larks were 
found nesting at Winston-Salem, N. C. Two adults 
and 2 young were observed and one of the young was 
captured and photographed (Kissam). Tree Swallows 
were again abundant at Caffey’s Inlet on the upper 
North Carolina coast during the last week of July 
(Joyner). At McClellanville, S. C., Sturm counted 5 
pairs of Barn Swallows nesting in the refuge boat- 
house; again at Blowing Rock, N. C., a pair was re- 
using last year’s nest and incubation was in process, 
June 12 (B. R. Chamberlain). Cedar Waxwings re- 
mained at Troy, Montgomery Co., N. C. as late as 
May 23 (Frances M. Covington). 

Warblers—A Worm-eating Warbler was watched 
at length at Winston-Salem, N. C., July 13, by Dr. 
and Mrs. T. W. Simpson. It appeared to be an im- 
mature bird. At Wilmington, the fall movement was 
indicated in mid-August by swarms of Parula, Yellow. 
throated, and Pine Warblers (Mrs. Mary Baker). 

Blackbirds, Tanagers——The abundance of breeding 
Red-winged Blackbirds in middle Georgia was com- 
mented upon. At Chapel Hill, N. C. (W. L. McAtee), 
and at Winston-Salem, N. C., Scarlet Tanagers were 
found all summer. There can be little doubt that they 
bred at Winston-Salem. No nests were found but 
automobiles struck 2 of 4 birds that were under ob- 
servation and dissection showed testes and ovaries in 
breeding condition and a marked ventral brood patch, 
July 6 (Dr. and Mrs. Simpson). 

Finches.—Painted Buntings were abundant at Top- 
sail Beach on the upper North Carolina coast during 
the first week in July (Joyner); Mrs. Appleberry and 
Mrs. Mebane noted 3 at Carolina Beach as late as 
Aug. 15. Near Warner Robins, Ga., Whitney saw 3 
singing male Dickcissels throughout May but not 
after June 7. The growth of 3 fledgling Am. Gold- 
finches found in mid-August was watched for several 
days at Rocky Mount, N. C., by C. D. Benbow and 
family. Goldfinches are found the year around over 
most of North Carolina, but there are very few breed- 
ing records from locations so far east as Rocky Mount. 
Again this year Joyner recorded, July 28, Song Spar- 
rows singing on the outer barrier islands near Kitty 
Hawk, N. C.; at Clemson, S$. C., Douglas Wade 
found a nest of 5 young on May 8. This is a definite 
extension of breeding range into Piedmont South 
Carolina. Clemson is within 20 miles of the Georgia 
state line —B. R. CHAMBERLAIN, Matthew's, N. C. 


FLORIDA REGION.—A tropical disturbance in the 
northern Gulf of Mexico in early June brought heavy 
rains to North Florida, but winds never reached hur- 
ricane velocity even at its center. As a result, most of 
Florida (except the east coast) registered an excess 
of rain for June. Locally, it is probable that heavy 
rains hampered ground-nesting species to some extent. 
In July the rainfall was deficient in North Florida and 
excessive in South. As a consequence the northern 
parts of the State had ample amounts of suitable 
feeding grounds inland for the shorebirds which re- 
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turn in July and August. 
Temperatures here are 
comparatively stable in 
summer. This year there 

were slight excesses in 

mean temperature in June 
a \| (except in extreme South 
Florida) and July (except 
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NATIONAL PAROS Of At the latitude of pen- 
oe insular Florida a seasonal 
s)s° so° division of avian activities 

is not so much in evidence 
as is the case farther north. Nesting seems to occur the 
year around in some species, if not at any one locality, 
then certainly for the State as a whole. The spring mi- 
gration is still in evidence in early June, especially 
coastwise, and the fall migration may begin by this 
time. For example, on the same day (June 6, 1950), 2 
Barn Swallows were seen flying northward and a flock 
of White Ibis returning eastward along the coast. This 
telescoping of the two migrations may even occur 
within a species. By the end of June, Barn Swallows 
have been seen returning southward. The Rough- 
winged Swallow has been seen migrating northward in 
early June and returning in mid-June. Purple Martins 
are still migrating northward in late May, and a few 
reappear on the coast in early June. This phenomenon 
is so characteristic of certain species of shorebirds that 
it is sometimes impossible to differentiate between the 
two migrations. Dowitchers, for example, not only in 
winter plumage but even in breeding plumage, may be 
anticipated on any summer trip to the coast, though 











not on every one. Perhaps the summering here of cer- 
tain species of shorebirds which nest in the far north 
should be checked on the basis of individual birds to 
determine whether it is not (for some species, at 
least) just an overlap of the two migrations. 

Shearwaters and Pelecaniforms.—Marvin Wass has 
sent two interesting records from Tampa Bay. A 
Sooty Shearwater on Mullet Key, June 27, is one of 
the few which have been seen in Florida. An increas- 
ingly large number of White Pelicans summered near 
Bush Key (from 50 on June 29 to 350 on Aug. 11). 
A Double-crested Cormorant on Lake Jackson, July 
25 and 31, constituted the second mid-summer record 
for Leon County. The tropical disturbance in the Gulf 
in early June brought unusual numbers (16 or more) 
of Magnificent Frigate-birds to St. Marks Light (Paul 
Kreager) and Alligator Point (H. L. Stoddard, Jr.), 
and one to Tallahassee on June 6 (F. C. Olson). 
This is the second record for Leon County. 

Wading Birds——The Cattle Egret was discovered 
for the first time in northwestern Florida when one 
was seen 4 miles west of Tallahassee, July 9 (Henry 
M. Stevenson & Jack Fehon). An immature Reddish 
Egret was present on Merritt's Island on June 18 
(Dorothy Snyder, et al.). A record of 3 Wood Ibis 
in western Leon County, Aug. 15, is noteworthy 
(HMS & Edgar Evans). A very high count of White 
Ibis was that of 82,500 at Duck Rock, South Florida, 
on June 27 (DS, et al.). For the second time in re- 
cent years the Roseate Spoonbill reached northwestern 


Florida. A single bird was found near Shell Point on 
July 27 (HMS & Charles P. Preston) and Aug. 18 
(HMS). 

W aterfowl.—A new summer record for Florida was 
established when 2 Gadwalls were seen on Lake Jack- 
son on July 14. At least one was capable of sustained 
flight (HMS & JF). A Blue-winged Teal near the 
St. Marks Light on Aug. 3 may have been an early 
fall migrant (Henry Robert & Jack Carusos). 

Kites, Hawks, and Eagles——As usual in summer, 
there were several scattered records of the Mississippi 
Kite in the Tallahassee region, but the only Swallow- 
tail reported was on the upper Aucilla River, June 26 
(H. L. Stoddard, Sr., & Leon Neel). Three Short- 
tailed Hawks, all in the black phase, were found on 
Key Largo, June 22 and 25 (DS, et al.). The Bald 
Eagle, which rarely summers in Florida, was reported 
by the same observers in the Everglades National 
Park on June 27. 

Shorebirds.—Six White-rumped Sandpipers at Lake 
Jackson, June 3, set a new record for numbers in the 
Tallahassee region. One on the Dry Tortugas, June 5, 
may be the second record for those islands (John & 
Lauri DeWeese). Unusual summer records of the 
Greater Yellow-legs were made at: Daytona Beach, 
June 12 (R. J. Longstreet); Okeechobee, June 19, 
and Marathon, June 23 (DS, ef al.). Also unusual in 
summer is the Red-backed Sandpiper, reported this 
year at St. Marks Light, June 25 (HMS, et al.) and 
July 12 (HLS Sr.), and Siesta Key, July 2 (CPP). 
Three late June records of the Western Sandpiper 
probably indicate the early arrival of fall migrants: 
Boca Chica Key, June 23, and Marathon, June 25 
(DS, et al.); and St. Marks Light, June 25 (HMS, 
et al.). Other early dates of fall arrival were: Semi- 
palmated Sandpiper, “abundant” near St. Marks 
Light, July 12 (HLS Sr.); Spotted Sandpiper, Joc. 
cit., July 12 (HLS Sr.), and Bald Point (near Pana- 
cea), July 16 (HMS & JF); Hudsonian Curlew, 
Cortez, July 29 (CPP & Mrs. James Stifler); and 
Stilt Sandpiper, near Tallahassee, Aug. 6 (HMS & 
JE). 

Terns.—The second record of the Gull-billed Tern 
in the Tallahassee region since 1947 was obtained on 
Mashes Island, June 20 (HMS). The species was also 
reported without comment from Melbourne on June 
12 (RJL) and the Dry Tortugas, May 26 (DeWeeses 
& Joseph Moore). Summer records of the Caspian 
Tern were made on Marco Island, where 3 were ob- 
served on June 26 (DS, et al.), and Bald Point, July 
16 (HMS & JF). A Bridled Tern, one of the few 
ever reported from Florida, was seen at close range 
on the Dry Tortugas, June 1 (DeWeeses). Black 
Terns were found on the west coast of the peninsula 
in such numbers in the latter half of June that their 
summering may be suspected. At Mullet Key their 
numbers built up from 5 on June 16 to 300 on July 
27 (MW). The observer was not there much earlier 
than the former date. About 275 were estimated on 
Marco Island, June 27 (DS, et al.). 

Pigeons, Swallows, and Wrens.—The White- 
crowned Pigeon made one of its rare visits to the Dry 
Tortugas on June 1 and 2 (DeWeeses). Two late 
June records of Barn Swallows may be referable to 
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the fall migration: 1 at Key West, June 23, and 3 at 
Sugarloaf Key the next day (DS, et al.). Parentheti- 
cally, it may be observed, there is a possibility that 
supposed late spring records published in Howell's 
Florida Bird Life in mid-June and late June were 
birds returning southward from their breeding 
grounds. The Short-billed Marsh Wren, never before 
recorded in Florida in summer, but found in mid- 
summer and late summer at other points far south of 
its known breeding range, was heard in full song near 
Shell Point, July 27 (HMS & CPP) and Aug. 18 
(HMS). The bird proved quite shy and consequently 
was not seen, but both observers have had previous 
experience with its unmistakable song. 

Starlings and Vireos—The Common Starling has 
now completed its invasion of the Southeast, except 
for the unsettled mountainous areas. This year the 
species was reported in Miami, June 22, and Key 
West, June 24, although no evidence of nesting was 
cited (DS, et al.). There were two records of vireos 
at places where they had not nested: White-eyed, Bald 
Point, July 16, and Red-eyed in the writer's yard, 
July 17 (HMS & JF). 

Warblers and Sparrous.—What will probably prove 
to be the first Florida breeding record of the Northern 
Prairie Warbler (Dendroica d. discolor) was obtained 
north of Tallahassee, near the Georgia Line, on June 
4, when a singing male with enlarged testes was col- 
lected in suitable habitat (HMS). From this point 
northward there is a fairly continuous breeding popu- 
lation of this race, which has been pushing southward 
in recent years. (The Florida Prairie Warbler, D. d. 
collinsi, has never been recorded in northwestern 
Florida.) The specimen in question, however, has not 
yet been subspecifically identified. The rare Swain- 
son's Warbler was in full song near the lower Aucilla 
River, June 20 (HMS & JF). Several species of 
warblers were in migration on unusually early dates 
around Tallahassee, although none were record-break- 
ing: Louisiana Water-thrush, northern Leon County, 
July 7 (HMS & JF); Yellow Warbler, Tallahassee 
and Shell Point, July 27 (HMS & CPP); Cerulean 
and Kentucky Warblers, near Tallahassee, Aug. 6 
(HMS & JF). The Cerulean, called a “rare spring 
and fall migrant” by Howell, is regular and by no 
means rare in this part of the State in August and 
September. A Lark Sparrow, seen at Jackson’s Bluff 
on Aug. 15, is merely the third record for the Talla- 
hassee region (HMS & EE).—HENrY M. STEVENSON, 
Department of Zoology, Florida State University. 
Tallahassee, Fla. 


ONTARIO—WESTERN NEW YORK REGION. 
—Warm, sunny weather seemed to be fairly general 
throughout this Region during the summer, with two 
fairly prolonged heat spells, each of 12 days duration, 
at Toronto. The first was in July (every day over 
80°), the second in late August (every day over 87°, 
the highest 100°). Low lake and stream levels created 
good shorebird habitat and most areas reported a dry 
season. 

Apologies are due Binghamton, N. Y., for attribut- 
ing their winter records of Common Redpoll, Myrtle 
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Warbler and Cape 
May Warbler to 
Ithaca (40 miles 
northeast), and to 
Montour Falls (49 
miles west of 
Ithaca) for the same 
error in reporting 
their January obser. 
vation of a Balti- 
more Oriole. Ithaca 
lies within the area 
covered by this re- 
port; Binghamton 
falls within the 
Hudson—St. Law- 
rence Region. The 
‘flock’ of Myrtle Warblers at Binghamton in January 
was reported by Mrs. Davis, not Mrs. R. Easton. 

Pelicans—Herb and Mrs. Blades reported a White 
Pelican on July 5 on Amherst Island, Ont., at the east 
end of Lake Ontario. 

Herons.—The news that Canadian naturalists have 
been awaiting ever since a colony of Am. Egrets 
set up housekeeping in 1946 on West Sister Island, 
Ohio (at the west end of Lake Erie) came this sea- 
son when one pair nested on East Sister Island, on 
the Canadian side of the border, among Great Blue 
Herons. This pair and nest, seen May 10 by Dr. 
Thomas H. Langlois, Dr. Milton B. Trautman and 
party, constitutes the first breeding for Canada. A 
new nesting-place for Black-crowned Night Herons 
in the Toronto region—half a dozen pairs nesting— 
was reported at Highland Creek by Mrs. Ethel Dean. 
New for Hamilton was the Yellow-crowned Night 
Heron, an immature of which George North identi- 
fied at the Dundas Marsh, July 27. Dr. Oliver Hewitt 
announced broods of Gadwall, Redhead and Ruddy 
Duck (several of the Ruddy Duck) late in July at 
Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge, N. Y. Biolo- 
gist Harry Lumsden, Ontario Department of Lands 
and Forests, reported 94 broods of the Ring-necked 
Duck in July in the Quinte District (as compared to 
70 in 1952). The new Fanshawe Dam, in Middlesex 
Co., Ont., has created additional waterfowl habitat, 
and during the summer J. C. ‘Scottie’ Laughton ob- 
served young Hooded Mergansers there, as well as a 
female Lesser Scaup with her brood, in July. Both 
are very rare breeders in Middlesex. 

Hawks.—Am. Goshawk appears twice in the re- 
ports received this season. An agitated adult was ob- 
served by Bob Trowern on June 10 at Arden, north 
Frontenac Co., Ont., and on June 14 another was 
watched at Randolph, near Jamestown, N. Y., by 
Art Schaffner, Bernie Nathan and Maurice Ward. 
Randolph is some 80 miles south of Buffalo. A nest 
of the Pigeon Hawk was photographed by Alan G. 
Gordon at Achray, in northeastern Algonquin Park. 

Gallinaceous Birds—Douglas S. Miller found a 
nest with 3 eggs of the Greater Prairie Chicken on 
June 20 at Gore Bay airport, Manitoulin Island, Ont., 
and Winston W. Brockner watched a family of Tur- 
keys (parent and 4 young) on June 13 at Allegany 
State Park, N. Y. 
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Jaegers.—One of the very few Ontario records of 
Pomarine Jaeger came from Mr. Gordon, who saw 
one at Achray, June 5, noticing particularly its heavy, 
twisted and blunt-tipped tail feathers. 

Flycatchers.—Mr. Gordon also contributed the most 
unusual record of the whole season when he saw a 
Cassin’s Kingbird on June 4 at Achray, a new bird 
for Canada. This bird he collected on the 5th, and 
donated to the R.O.M.Z.P. New for the Canadian 
Lakehead was the Crested Flycatcher, a pair of 
which Colonel L. S. Dear and Dr. Albert Allin saw 
on June 7 

Swallows.—A new breeder for the Canadian Lake- 
head was the Rough-winged Swallow, whose nest 
with 5 eggs Dr. Allin discovered in Paipoonge 
township in mid-June. A pair of Barn Swallows, 
seen by Dr. Keith Reynolds at Fort Severn, on Hud- 
son Bay, nesting in a shed, marked a considerable 
northward extension in the breeding range of this 
species in this Region. Previous breeding limits were 
at Lake of the Woods and Lake Superior, 400 miles 
to the south. 

Wrens, Mockingbird.—An observation of the Caro- 
lina Wren at Barrie, Ont. (Mrs. Westman) marked 
the first record for Simcoe County and one of the 
most northerly reports for the species in this Region. 
Two Mockingbird reports are of interest: nesting in 
July at Roanoke, N. Y. (Mrs. Paul Legg and Mrs. 
Ory Pixley) and 3 seen at the Canadian Lakehead— 
2 at Silver Islet, July 1 and 2 (Nell Cooper), and 
one at Sawyer’s Bay, Sept. 3. (Claude Garton). The 
Roanoke observation was reported as the first breed- 
ing for western New York, although the species has 
nested on a few occasions in extreme southern 
Ontario. 

Gnatcatchers, Kinglets—Two nestings of the Blue- 
gray Gnatcatcher in southern Ontario, the second to 
be mentioned being a northward extension, were one 
on June 7 (bird on nest) on the 12th Concession, 
East Nissouri Township, Oxford Co. (Don Bucknell) 
and one on June 2 (pair building nest) 11 miles 
south of Tobermory, Bruce Co. (C. Skelton). The 
latter pair was carrying food to the nest on June 
28 (Howard Krug). Unusual for summer were 2 
Golden-crowned Kinglets in Letchworth State Park, 
N. Y., June 13 (Richard C. Rosche) and June 27 
(Harold Mitchell). 

Warblers—Two August observations of the Pro- 
thonotary Warbler in southern Ontario were of inter- 
est: 2 on the 1st at the Dundas Marsh, Hamilton 
(Les Gray, G. North) and one at Clarkson, west of 
Toronto, on the 11th (Don Perks). One of the few 
summer occurrences of the Blue-winged Warbler in 
southern Ontario was reported this season—a single 
bird on June 13 at Glen Morris, Brant Co. (Jim 
Dowall, G. North). Two nestings in southern Ontario 
of the Cerulean Warbler deserve mention. Both 
nests harboured sitting females, the first at Hogg’s 
Hollow, Toronto, June 7 (Gerry Bennett); the other 
10 miles west of Walkerton, Bruce Co., June 27 
(George A. Moore). The latter is a new northerly 
record for breeding, in this Region. Also a new 
northerly record were the 2 Yellow-breasted Chats 
Mrs. George Grant saw on May 24 at a marsh half 


way up the Bruce Peninsula (probably Lake Ira). 
Mr. North saw 4 chats on May 23 at Binkley’s 
Hollow, Hamilton. Hooded Warblers breed in Can- 
ada (definitely) only at Orwell, in Elgin County. On 
June 30, Dr. W. W. H. Gunn saw 7 singing males 
in that woods. Other summer occurrences this season 
came from Hamilton (one at Rock Chapel, June 28, 
North) and Toronto (Sunnybrook Park, June 7 and 
8, Mrs. Ruth Stewart; Hogg’s Hollow, June 7 to 
14, G. Bennett). 

Blackbirds.—Heretofore, the only known breeding- 
place for Brewer’s Blackbird in this Region was 
Port Arthur, at the head of Lake Superior. A small 
colony has been established there since 1945. On June 
5, 1939, the late Clifford E. Hope had collected a 
male at Lake Attawapiskat, in northern Ontario. The 
third station for it in this Region came to light 
this year, when Dean Amadon and Jeff Carleton, en 
route home after attending the Wilson Ornithologi- 
cal Club meeting in Michigan, saw a pair, June 17, 
near Garden River, half way between Sault Ste. 
Marie and Echo Bay. 

Finches. —Interesting northern records of the Indigo 
Bunting in eastern Ontario came from Kirkland Lake 
(one in late June, District Biologist Al Elsey) and 
Swastika (one, June 29, Fred Helleiner). A_near- 
summer record of the Evening Grosbeak in the 
Toronto region, south of their breeding range, is 
worth noting. It concerned a male seen at Nancy 
Lake Farm, King Township, May 31, by G. M. 
Bennett, Dr. H. M. Barnett and J. L. Baillie. Dr. 
Barnett also watched a female Pine Grosbeak about 
July 28 at Sand Lake, Parry Sound District, at its 
southern breeding limit in this Region. New summer- 
stations for the Clay-colored Sparrow were Kirk- 
land Lake (one on June 7, Helleiner) and Dalston, 
Simcoe Co. (one on June 3, John Comer).—JAMEsS 
L. BAILuiE, Royal Ontario Museum of Zoology and 
Palaeontology, 100 Queen's Park, Toronto, Ontario. 


APPALACHIAN REGION .—Despite searing 
drought and record-breaking heat, the summer of 1953 
brought few ornithological surprises to the Appala- 
chian Region. After heavy rains in 
late May and early June, northern 
| West Virginia and southwestern 
“4 Pennsylvania had 32 days of almost 
| complete drought in June and July. 
| The entire Region was affected by 
| the general heat wave and drought 
oCHABLESTON of August. By Sept. 20 the 
PORTSMROUTH  BiacuseuRG | ° : 4 . ° 
ie, a foresters cumulative burning index, 
ead bo a measure of forest fire danger, had 
reached the alarmingly high figure 
of 420 in parts of West Virginia. 
Generally speaking, however, nest- 
ing and early migration seemed to 
progress about as usual. 

During the past several years, 
the Brooks Bird Club has been con- 
ducting June forays into interesting areas in West 
Virginia. These forays attract 50-75 hard-working 
field observers, many of them specialists in some 
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branch of biological research. Needless to say, they 
have contributed mightily to our knowledge of the 
State’s fauna and flora. This year’s foray centered its 
attention on the high spruce country around Gaudi- 
neer Knob, the scene of so much biological activity 
in recent years. 

The foray’s summering bird list, as compiled by 
George Hall, numbers 118 species, including 19 
species of wood warblers. The composite list of this 
and three previous years’ experience in the area now 
numbers 123 species, a remarkably high count for a 
West Virginia mountain region. Each year’s work 
has brought new discoveries and has yielded new and 
valuable data. 

Interestingly enough, populations of a number of 
boreal species were higher in the spruce belt in 1953 
than in 1948. In this category are Red-breasted Nut- 
hatches, Hermit and Olive-backed Thrushes, Northern 
Water-thrushes, and Mourning Warblers. Nashville 
Warblers, occurring outside the spruce belt, were 
commoner and more widely distributed than I have 
ever previously seen them. Such data are hard to 
explain in the light of progressively warmer seasons 
during recent years. 

These and other observations point up a series of 
ornithological trends, mentioned in previous reports 
from the Appalachian Region, but accelerating and 
worth further emphasis: 

1. During the past eight or ten years, summers have 
tended to be warmer and dryer, and winters have 
been warmer and more open. 

2. Birds of northern association have, in many 
instances, increased in numbers, have appeared in 
summer at points farther south, and have bred at 
lower elevations. 

3. Birds of southern association have had a pro- 
gressive northward movement, and are now breeding 
at higher elevations. 

In view of climatological conditions, Trend No. 3 
might be expected, but No. 2 is wholly unexpected 
and difficult to explain. While the interval has been 
much too short to justify conclusions as to floristic 
conditions, there is certainly no evidence that northern 
plants have been invading lower and more southerly 
sites. In fact, the reverse seems to be true, since plant 
life in many of our mountain swamps has been ad- 
versely affected by recent droughts. 

A feature of the late summer migration was a very 
heavy flight of swallows through the mountainous 
area. Barn Swallow began moving through the Mor- 
gantown region about July 15, and continued in 
great numbers for about three weeks. Birds to the 
number of one thousand or more passed over my 
home (well away from any watercourse) between 
five and seven p.m. on many evenings. Tree and 
Rough-winged Swallows appeared in large flocks about 
Aug. 1, and a few days later they were joined by 
phenomenally large (for this area) flights of Purple 
Martins. These continued until about Sept. 1. Cliff 
Swallows came in numbers about Aug. 10, and had 
their usual aggregations at certain favored spots in 
the mountains. Of the latter species, there were, how- 
ever, many smaller aggregations in places where I 
had not previously found them. Wayne Davis collected 
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a beautiful albino Purple Martin near Morgantown. 

Grebes—A Horned Grebe in full summer plumage 
spent the months of June and July on a pond at 
Reedsville, Pa., in the State College area. On Aug. 
2 it was carefully checked by Prof. Merrill Wood. 
Three Horned Grebes in Mason Co., W. Va., on Sept. 
6 were unusually early (Hugh Land). Pied-billed 
Grebes were present all summer in northeastern Ohio 
and at Leetown, W. Va. By mid-September they were 
appearing in unusually large flocks on ponds through. 
out the Region. 

Herons.—Something has happened to the late. 
summer flights of ‘white’ herons which, 15 or 20 
years ago, were an expected feature in the Appala- 
chian Region. This year’s flight, as in other recent 
years, was small and scattered. Perhaps the northward 
breeding of these birds in recent seasons has taken 
some of the pressure from southern colonies which 
once furnished us with wandering individuals. Vin- 
cent McLaughlin reported 6 Am. Egrets, one Little 
Blue in white plumage, and one Snowy in the Youngs. 
town, Ohio, area. A Little Blue in white plumage at 
State College, Pa., on Aug. 11 is the second known 
record for that area (MW). At Lexington, Va., J. 
J. Murray noted that Am. Egrets are now appearing 
in spring in the Shenandoah Valley. One invaded the 
town of Lexington on May 6. Dr. Murray also re- 
ported a Yellow-crowned Night Heron at Cameron 
Pond, near Lexington, on May 3-5. There is a general 
shortage of reports of Black-crowned Night Herons. 

Ducks.—From all reports, dabbling ducks that breed 
in this Region had an unusually successful season. 
McLaughlin reported many broods of Mallards, 
Blacks, Woods, and Blue-winged Teal in northeastern 
Ohio. By mid-September flocks on two local lakes had 
built up to 3000 and 7000. About 150 Wood Ducks 
were reared at the Point Pleasant Game Refuge, W. 
Va. (Ralph Edeburn). Blue-winged Teal were 
present on June 1 near Lexington, Va. (JJM). On 
Berlin Reservoir, eastern Ohio, Roy Booth reported 
a female Green-winged Teal with one duckling on 
Aug. 2. McLaughlin noted a late-summer build-up 
of Green-winged Teal, from some source, in August. 
By Aug. 15 there were about 30 birds on the 
Youngstown, Ohio lakes. At State College, Pa., an 
Am. Widgeon, a Lesser Scaup, and a Red-breasted 
Merganser spent the summer. 

Hawks, Gallinaceous Birds.—Ospreys appear in the 
Appalachians in summer more or less regularly. On 
several occasions in August a single bird was seen 
near Morgantown. It is interesting to speculate as to 
where these birds may have bred. Much of the early 
Broad-wing flight came along the ridges before sum- 
mer was officially over, but details on hawk counts 
will: be given in the next seasonal report. Late May 
rains reduced the hatching success of Ruffed Grouse, 
although there is still a high population, with no 
signs yet of the expected “crash.” Bob-whites and 
Turkeys had a successful season, and are at satis- 
factory population levels. Drought has greatly reduced 
available food, however, and these game birds may 
face a difficult winter. 

Shorebirds and Terns —Summer weather produced 
extensive mud-flats that yielded good _ shorebird 
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records. In northeastern Ohio they came through in 
dribbles until Sept. 12, when Heimerdinger (fide Mc- 
Laughlin) reported 22 species, including Hudsonian 
Godwit, Hudsonian Curlew, Buff-breasted Sandpiper, 
6 Northern Phalaropes, and Golden Plover. The 
higher Appalachians, where shorebirds are always 
“chancy,” also yielded good records. At Deep Creek 
Lake, Fred Brooks, Billie Berthy, and the writer found 
Stilt Sandpiper, Dowitcher and one Wilson's Phala- 
rope in late August. White-rumped Sandpipers were 
noted near Morgantown, and at Silver Lake, in Pres- 
ton Co., W. Va. F. W. Preston reported Black-bellied 
Plover and Baird’s Sandpiper from the Butler, Pa., 
region, both new or unusual in the county. 

At Portsmouth, Ohio, Conrad Roth and others 
found a Wilson’s Phalarope on Sept. 13. A Red 
Phalarope was seen at Mosquito Lake, Trumbull Co., 
Ohio, on Sept. 12 (Marion Hundley). A Western 
Sandpiper at State College, Pa., is the first area record 
(MW). Near Wellsboro, Pa., William F. Scudder 
reported a Caspian Tern, the first known record from 
Tioga County. 

Owls, Nighthawks, Woodpeckers—A dead Long- 
eared Ow! was picked up by Karl Haller near Church- 
ville, Augusta Co., Va., on June 20. Common Night- 
hawks, scarce in summer in the Lexington, Va. area 
in past years, were present in good numbers this 
summer. The August migration through the mountains 
was heavy, Larry Schwab having counted 500 on a 
single evening near Kingwood, W. Va. Yellow- 
bellied Sapsuckers, once common in the higher moun- 
tains, are mow umnaccountably scarce. Red-headed 
Woodpeckers are, however, becoming more common 
and more generally distributed. 

Flycatchers through Thrushes.—Olive-sided  Fly- 
catchers have almost completely disappeared from 
mountain territories where once they were common. 
The foray group was able to find only one in the 
high Cheat Mountains area this summer. On several 
occasions in August a pair of Common Ravens was 
seen and heard only three miles from Morgantown, 
the closest to the town we have found them. Bewick’s 
Wrens, which seem to have marked numbers fluctua- 
tions from year to year, were scarce and local in the 
Ohio Valley (RE). Two singing Hermit Thrushes 
were found on July 12 by Floyd B. Chapman in 
Conkle’s Hollow State Park, Hocking Co., Ohio, a 
locality from which there were no previous summer 
records. 

Warblers —Swainson's Warblers apparently had a 
good year, and were found in a number of places 
from which they had not previously been reported. 
As noted some years ago by William Lunk, many of 
the warblers in the Morgantown area which sing a 
Golden-wing song are closer to Brewster's than to 
the typical Golden-wing. Nashville Warblers sang all 
summer at Mountain Lake Park, Garrett Co., Md., 
where I had not previously found them. An interest- 
ing, if belated, spring record is of a Yellow-throated 
Warbler (race undetermined) seen by Kenneth Parkes 
on May 4 in Schenley Park, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Tanagers, Finches —The first western Pennsylvania 
specimen of Summer Tanager was secured by F. W. 
Preston at Butler, Pa., on April 28. A Blue Grosbeak, 


seen by several persons near Circleville, Pendleton 
Co., W. Va., on June 17, was notable. Pine Siskins, 
so abundant until late May, virtually disappeared, 
although a few remained in the spruce belt. Red 
Crossbills were present all summer in the high 
Cheat Mountains. 

The Appalachian Region has lost one of its most 
able and industrious field observers. W. R. DeGarmo 
has resigned his position with the West Virginia 
Conservation Commission to accept a position with 
the Maine Commission.—MAURICE BROOKS, West 
Virginia University, Morgantown, W’. Va. 


WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION.— Violent’ 
may be the word for the weather during the nesting 
season. May was drier and warmer than usual in 

the St. Paul- 











Minneapolis, 
Minn. area 
(Minneapolis 
Weather Bu- 
reau) and June 
was both wet- 
ter and warmer 
than usual. It 
was the wettest 








June since 
1948, and a temperature of 98° on June 18 was the 
highest recorded so early in that month. July was the 
wettest on record for 40 years. The humidity was 
excessively high in July. At Seney National Wildlife 
Refuge in northern Michigan it was the hottest sum- 
mer in four years, with heavy rainfalls during early 
summer but quite dry weather in August. At Detroit, 
Mich. (Detroit Weather Bureau), June was slightly 
warmer than usual. Tornadoes struck the area in late 
May and in June. Much forested area was destroyed 
in St. Clair Co., and in the Porcupine Mountains, as 
well as elsewhere in Michigan on June 30. The worst 
storm in Michigan history was the tornado which 
struck Flint, Mich. on June 8 and continued east- 
ward through Genesee County and northern Lapeer 
County. In this storm 112 people were killed in Flint. 
This storm was preceded by damaging hail storms 
on May 18 and May 21 and followed by the cyclone on 
June 30 already mentioned. Dale Zimmerman’s ob- 
servations are of interest here. “No dead birds were 
found following the storm [of June 8]. The popu- 
lation seemed not to be harmed at all. In fact for days 
following the tornado there was such an increase in 
song that it seemed like early or mid-May. The morn- 
ing chorus of bird song was better than at any time 
earlier in the season! Doubtless so many nests were 
destroyed that the whole breeding cycle began all 
over again. Again [after the cyclone of June 30] 
there was a resumption of bird song, even more con- 
spicuous than before.” 

Loons and Grebes.—Two eggs in a Common Loon 
nest hatched on June 18 at Seney Refuge in northern 
Michigan (C. J. Henry). At Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo 
Co., Mich., they were not so numerous during the 
nesting season this year as in previous years (Mrs. 


Gladys Hall). 
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Herons and Egrets.—Great Blue Herons and Green 
Herons had increased in numbers in the Kalamazoo, 
Mich. area (Hall). Green Herons were also more 
numerous in Lapeer Co., Mich. (Zimmerman). On 
May 15, 2 Am. Egrets were feeding at General 
Shield’s Lake, Rice Co., Minn.; on May 21 one egret; 
on June 3, 5 egrets, and on July 4, 10 egrets. No nests 
have been located in the area as yet (Orwin Rustad). 
The colony of Black-crowned Night Herons at Har- 
sen’s Island, St. Clair Co., Mich., increased 50% 
over last year. Nickell banded 587 young in June 
(Douglas Middleton). 

Waterfowl—The nesting population of Canada 
Geese continues to increase at Seney Refuge in 
northern Michigan. There were 270 nests this year 
(240 last year) of which the first hatched on May 5, 
a week earlier than last year. There was also a lower 
frequency of infertile eggs than last year. Am. Wid- 
geons were more numerous this year at Seney Refuge 
(Henry). A group of young Redheads was ob- 
served near Zilwaukee, Saginaw, Co., Mich., on 
July 4; Redheads are uncommon in that area. A 
female Buffle-head was seen at Linwood, Bay Co., 
Mich. on June 19 (Kenaga). In Wisconsin, surveys 
indicate a larger and more successful hatch of water- 
fowl this year than last year (C. Dennis Besadny). 
In Minnesota there was an increase of 30 per cent in 
breeding pairs of waterfowl in 48 counties in the 
best waterfowl area. The biggest increase, 56 per cent, 
was in Blue-winged Teal. Pintails increased 31 per 
cent and Mallards 18 per cent. There was a decrease 
of 23 per cent in Ring-necked Ducks and 9 per cent 
in Redheads. This bright picture changed rapidly 
with the heavy rains of June and July, drowning out 
many nests; pairs were seen frequently throughout 
the summer. Downy young were seen as late as the 
last week of August. The Am. Golden-eye and Wood 
Duck, both tree-nesting ducks, were evidently most 
successful in raising broods (Forrest B. Lee). 

Gallinaceous Birds —There was a good batch of 
Ring-necked Pheasant and Ruffed Grouse in Wiscon- 
sin (Besadny); and near Kalamazoo, Mich., Ring- 
necked Pheasants have increased in at least 3 counties. 
Many adults fared well during the mild winter, 
so even with a wet nesting season and smaller broods 
there was an increase in both pheasants and Bob- 
whites (Hall). 

Gulls and Terns.—A colony of Common Terns at 
St. Clair Beach, Macomb Co., was about three times 
as large as in 1952. On May 31, 1802 nests were 
counted. 

W’oodpeckers.—No gain was noted in either Yel- 
low-shafted Flickers or Red-headed Woodpeckers near 
Kalamazoo, Mich. (Hall). At Imlay Center, Lapeer 
Co., Mich., there was a decrease in the numbers of 
Red-headed Woodpeckers. In Wisconsin, observers 
reported seeing more Red-headed Woodpeckers than 
in other years (Besadny). This is the first year since 
1949 that none were seen during June or July 
(Zimmerman). A Red-bellied Woodpecker was feed- 
ing young in the nest at Nerstrand Woods, Rice Co., 
Minn., on June 1. This is the first record for Rice 
Co., Minn. (Rustad). 

Winter Wren —A Winter Wren was observed for 
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the first time in Arcadia Twp., Lapeer Co., Mich, 
on July 4, when an adult was seen carrying food. 

W arblers.—A Brewster's and Golden-winged Warb. 
ler's mest was found on May 31 at Pontiac Lake, Oak. 
land Co., Mich. (L. Lenz). It contained 6 eggs, one 
of which was a Brown-headed Cowbird egg, being 
incubated by a female Brewster's Warbler. On June 
7, one warbler egg and one cowbird egg had hatched, 
On June 8, 2 more warbler eggs had hatched. On June 
12 a male Golden-winged Warbler and the female 
Brewster's formerly observed were seen feeding the 
young. The young were banded. This is a very inter. 
esting observation (See Parkes, Kenneth C., “The 
Genetics of the Golden-winged Warbler and the 
Blue-winged Warbler Complex,’”” Wilson Bulletin, 
Vol. 63; pp. 5-15, Mar. 1951). Two adult Black. 
throated Green Warblers were observed feeding 2 
young cowbirds out of the nest on July 12 in Grant 
Twp., St. Clair Co., Mich., on July 12 (O'Reilly). 
A female Pine Warbler was observed feeding young 
out of the nest in Columbia Twp., St. Clair Co., Mich., 
on June 27 (Middleton, Nickell, and Johnston). A 
pair of Mourning Warblers was noted feeding young 
in the Port Huron Game Area, St. Clair Co., Mich., 
on July 13 (Middleton and Johnston). All these 
warbler records are new records for the Bird Survey 
of the Detroit Audubon Society. The first nesting 
record for the Mourning Warbler in Lapeer Co., 
Mich., was obtained on July 4, when one was noted 
feeding 3 young just out of the nest (Zimmerman). 
A Yellow Warbler’s nest in a dogwood tree in the 
path of the tornado at Imlay Center, Mich., was 
emptied of its contents, but the nest was undamaged. 
This was right in the schoolyard where the school- 
house was blown away. The iron desk legs and iron 
parts of playground equipment had been twisted like 
corkscrews! (Zimmerman). 

Meadowlarks. — There were fewer Western 
Meadowlarks nesting in Kalamazoo Co., Mich. 
(Hall). A nest with 5 young Western Meadowlarks 
was found on May 13 in Shelby Twp., Macomb Co., 
Mich. Both adults were seen feeding young (John- 
ston). Dickcissels were found in Allegan and Barry 
Counties, approximately 35 miles north of previous 
nesting sites. The increase for Western Meadowlarks 
near Imlay City, Lapeer Co., Mich., can be graphically 
shown as follows: 1943-44, none; 1945, one; 1946- 
48, none; 1949, one; 1950, none; 1951, 3; 1952, 4 
males, first nesting record; 1953, 4 singing males and 
one pair (Zimmerman). 

Sparrou's.—Savannah Sparrows had increased and 
Henslow’s Sparrows decreased in the vicinity of Imlay 
Center, Lapeer Co., Mich. (Zimmerman) .—HARVEY 
L. GUNDERSON, Minnesota Museum of Natural H1s- 
tory, Minneapolis, Minn. 


MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION.—Except 
for more or less local circumstances adverse to a few 
species, nesting conditions are reported to have been 
favorable for most birds in the Middle West. That 
general appearances may sometimes be misleading, 
however, is testified to by the fact that a study of 
the Prairie Warbler at Bloomington, Ind. revealed 
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the nests that 
were not deserted. This in turn may account for a 
noticeable instability in the pair bond, which con- 
tributed ultimately to a 25% decline in the number of 
young warblers fledged as compared to 1952. Ob- 
viously only a series of continuing studies of differ- 
ent species in many places will permit accurate con- 
clusions about a particular season’s success. At any 
rate there were few if any disastrous storms; even the 
late spring tornadoes in some parts of the Region had 
slight effect on perching birds, if one may judge from 
M. B. Skaggs’ June 9 check on a few active nests at 
Willoughby, Ohio, the morning after such a storm. 

Cormorants, Anhingas—If it is true that most 
species were relatively successful, Double-crested Cor- 
morants in Indiana were an exception to the rule. 
Russell Mumford visited the State's 2 small nesting 
colonies and concluded that the 4 nests at Hovey Lake 
and the 9 in a new rookery at Willow Slough all 
failed to produce young. No explanation can be ad- 
vanced with confidence. The only Anhinga reported 
in recent years appeared in mid-July at Columbia, 
Mo. (Mrs. O. R. Johnson). 

Herons.—Am. Egrets breeding in the Region were 
at least as numerous as last year, according to ac- 
counts from Lake Depue near Princeton, Ill. (Mrs. 
Alfred Dyke), the Pine Hills and Crab Orchard 
Refuge areas in Illinois (Richard Brewer), Willow 
Slough (Mumford), and Winous Point, Ohio (where 
Laurel Van Camp banded 23 young in the 8 nests 
built). There were about 10 nests at Willow Slough, 
the first found in Indiana since the beginning of the 
century. Reports on post-nuptial wanderers conflict, 
but there probably were fewer Am. Egrets than last 
year. This seems the case, too, with Snowy Egrets and 
Little Blue Herons; Charles Clark states that only 
one Little Blue appeared at Chicago. 

Yellow-crowned Night Herons, which reach the 
limits of their breeding range in the southern part of 
the Region, were seen in greater than usual numbers 
during the summer; the only nesting colony under 
regular observation in recent years, at Crab Orchard 
Lake, could not be found this season (Brewer). 

Ducks.—The number of Black Ducks nesting on 
South Bass Island, Ohio, was distinctly below the 
average for the past 15 years (Milton B. Trautman). 
Wood Ducks nesting in the area along the Missis- 
sippi are thought generally to have declined, although 
the opposite was true at Quincy, Ill. (T. E. Mussel- 
man). In Indiana, James D. McCall, censusing 105 
miles of river transects, found an 11 per cent decrease 
in the number of broods as compared with 1952, but 
an increase of 1.7 birds per brood resulted in a 12 
per cent rise in the total number of young produced. 


Wood Duck nesting near Genoa, Ohio, was normal 
(Van Camp). 

McCall found Indiana’s second nesting record of 
the Ring-necked Duck and gathered near-conclusive 
evidence of the first known Ruddy Duck nest for 
Indiana—both at Lake George, Whiting. 

Eagles.—From the Genoa area Van Camp reported 
5 successful Bald Eagle nests and 2 unsuccessful ones. 

Gulls and Terns.—Little Gulls continue to be seen 
on Lake Michigan. On July 19 Clark and Laurie Bin- 
ford saw an adult in full breeding plumage among 
Bonaparte’s Gulls at Waukegan, Ill. It is remarkable 
that this gull, known to breed only in northern 
Europe and Asia, is now unreported from the Chicago 
area in the months of February, March, April, and 
May alone. Another rarity found in the past only i 
winter is a Red-legged Kittiwake, carefully identi- 
fied at Wolf Lake, Ind. in the middle of August by 
Ted Chandik and Amy Baldwin. 

Common Terns breeding on western Lake Erie have 
for 10 years been yielding place to the growing num- 
bers of Herring Gulls that have taken over all of the 
larger islands. (Compare the Crowells’ study, ‘‘The 
Displacement of Terns by Herring Gulls . . .” on 


certain Massachusetts islands, Bird-Banding. Vol 
XVII, p. 1.) The remnant population of breeding 


terns had a very successful year, however, in 1953 
(Trautman). Evidence indicates that Least Terns bred 
at Squaw Creek National Wildlife Refuge, Mound 
City, Mo. (Ben King) and at Horseshoe Lake, East 
St. Louis, Ill. (J. Earl Comfort). Brewer and Hardy, 
who discovered Least Terns nesting on the Ohio River 
near Shawneetown, Ill. in 1952, studied the colony 
carefully this year and learned some very interesting 
facts. Fifty birds were present on June 20, when 4 
nests were found. Twenty additional nests were dis- 
covered later, and an estimated 6 went undetected. 
Nearly every nest contained 3 eggs which began to 
hatch by July 1. Of a potential production of 75-90 
young birds, only 2 were known to have survived to 
reach full size by July 27, when the colony was de- 
serted by all but 2 adults. The few observed instances 
of predation, infertile eggs, and parental desertion do 
not account for this failure, which Brewer and Hardy 
cannot explain. 

Screech Owl.—As in past years, Van Camp found 
that Wood Duck boxes are favorite nest sites for 
Screech Owls, the duck frequently using a box after 
the young owls have left it. Of 38 nests, 35 were in 
boxes; 117 young were banded in 35 nests. 

Chuck-will’s-widow.—The Chuck-will's-widow has 
for a long time been thought to be a rare bird in 
southern Indiana. To establish a factual basis for de- 
termining its status Phil Kahl and Mumford on June 
22-24 drove over the country roads of Crawford and 
Harrison Counties, stopping at regular intervals and 
counting singing birds. In the 3-night count they 
heard 53 individuals; on June 22, 39 Chuck-will’s- 
widows and 70 Whip-poor-wills sang at stops on a 
25-mile stretch of road. The route and stops have been 
recorded to permit repetition in the future for the 
purpose of detecting possible fluctuation in numbers. 
Projects of this kind can do far more to advance bird 
study than any amount of “‘listing.’’ 
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Swallows.—The Bank Swallow figures in 2 reports 
of interest. Brewer found a nesting colony of great 
size, 800-1000 birds, on the Kentucky bank of the 
Ohio River opposite Shawneetown. From Gary, Ind. 
Raymond Grow tells of an example of the effect of a 
small environmental change on the delicate balance 
between predator and prey. With the rising waters of 
Lake Michigan eroding the shore at new heights, high 
sandy banks have slid or have had deposited at their 
bases large quantities of sand. The result is 
that the banks are not quite so steep as they were, 
and the small reduction in grade was just enough to 
enable foxes to climb to Bank Swallow nesting bur- 
rows. Rows of excavations of the sort a dog would 
make are now visible at swallow colonies. Purple 
Martins, mentioned in the Spring report as victims 
of the April cold, apparently have not suffered an 
important set-back. 

Wrens, Bluebirds —Musselman noted a sharp rise 
in the numbers of Bewick’s Wrens near Quincy. Once 
the common wren there, Bewick’s yielded to compe- 
tition from the House Wren until recently; then, for 
unknown reasons, the trend began to reverse. At least 
in some places the Eastern Bluebird is returning to 
normal numbers after heavy losses in 1950. Mussel- 
man, who has studied the species intensively in Illi- 
nois, found nests near Quincy more than double last 
year’s, although still not up to the pre-1950 level. 
The same was true for southern Illinois generally and 
for southern Iowa (Woodward Brown, Des Moines) 
and Missouri (Rex Conyer at St. Louis led a project 
to put up 54 boxes; 76 per cent were in use by June 
14). At Marble Rock in northern Iowa, Pearl Knoop 
saw no sign of increase. 

Warblers, Painted Buntings—At Deerfield, III. 
Binford discovered one of the few nesting pairs of 
Kentucky Warblers known from the Chicago area. 
The birds were carrying food on June 21 and were 
still feeding well-grown young on July 19. 

Possibly the only breeding Painted Buntings in the 
Region were a pair on the farm of Dean Cole near 
Kansas City, Mo. (fide Donald Hall).—Vat No.Lan, 
Jr., 806 S. Henderson St., Bloomington, Ind. 


CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION.—Hot weather, 
as usual, characterized the present period. This was 
particularly true in June, when the thermometer con- 
sistently stayed 
above normal 
and in some 
places climbed 
above existing 
records. The 
latter was the 
case in the 
Memphis area, 
where all-time 
records were 
smashed on 12 
days and tied on three others. In the western and 
central parts of the Region, rainfall in June was 
deficient, but in the extreme western section it was 71 
per cent above normal, actually filling upland ponds 
much beyond the level that is ideal for shorebirds. 
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Storks.—The regular appearance in mid- and late 
summer in the lower Mississippi valley of great num. 
bers of Wood Ibises is enigmatic, although the bird’s 
particular abundance this summer in southern Louisj- 
ana may be attributable to droughts in Arkansas that 
dried up many swamp lakes the birds ordinarily visit 
at this season. Wood Ibises are not now known to 
breed anywhere in the Region; they apparently move 
into the area from some yet undetermined direction 
and place. An estimate claimed to be “highly con- 
servative’” placed the population of this species on 
the Rockefeller Refuge in Cameron Parish, La., on 
Aug. 2 and 3, at not less than 50,000 individuals 
(Fred Webert). 

Ducks ——A drake Mallard observed on Wallace 
Lake, near Shreveport, on June 27 (Horace H. Jeter) 
was seen to fly and showed no evidence of injury; 
but a Canvas-back noted at Little Chenier in Cameron 
Parish on Aug. 9 (John Gee) may have been the 
same “‘sick-looking’” bird seen not far from there 
late last April. 

Kites and Hawks.—Swallow-tailed Kites are al- 
ways noteworthy because of their scarcity. Henry 
Stevenson saw one fly over the Apalachicola River 
bridge on U. S. Highway 90 on Aug. 8. The Red- 
tailed Hawk has only once before been recorded in 
Louisiana in July, but an adult was noted on July 19 
in the southern part of Concordia Parish (John P. 
Everett). The species probably breeds sparingly 
throughout most of northern Louisiana, though, as 
yet, no nest has been found. The Broad-winged Hawk 
is, for some reason, scarce near El Dorado, Ark., for 
it was found there for the first time this summer. 
Two immatures just out of the nest were discovered 
on June 25 (A. J. Hoiberg). The most striking record 
of the whole period was that of an unusual, buteo- 
shaped hawk that appeared at a place 8 miles north 
of Shreveport on Aug. 8. It came soaring out of the 
northwest and disappeared to the south, passing so 
close over the head of the observer (HHJ) that he 
was able to note the most minute details of its 
coloration: uniformly dark above; mostly dark below; 
under tail coverts, light with dark barring; under 
side of tail uniform silvery gray with a very indis- 
tinct band near the tip; remiges uniformly dark, 
without white in the primaries; under wing coverts 
pale, except for a few dark feathers along the base of 
the secondaries. The observer, who ranks among the 
most meticulous and expert field men in the state, be- 
lieves that the bird was a partially melanistic Swain- 
son's Hawk, and the regional editors are inclined to 
concur. Although the species has never before been 
reported in Louisiana (a glimpse of a suspected ex- 
ample of the light-phase by RJN on Dec. 29 of last 
year, between DeQuincy and Kinder, was considered 
by the observer to be too brief for serious consider- 
ation), it is regular in occurrence in eastern Texas, 
has sometimes been found in numbers in southern 
Florida, and was noted last year both in Arkansas 
and Mississippi. Its discovery in Louisiana, therefore, 
seems long overdue. In view of its occasional breed- 
ing as far south and east as the vicinity of Corpus 
Christi, the early date is perhaps not too surprising, 
but it is unfortunate that the individual seen near 
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Shreveport seems to have been one of those puzzling 
intermediates exhibiting a combination of characters 
that cannot be exactly matched in standard descrip- 
tions. Under the circumstances, it seems best to defer 
official inclusion of the species on the Louisiana list 
at least until definite precedent can be established for 
dark-phase individuals with the general under-wing 
pattern of the light phase and with unbarred tails. 
If this matter is eventually clarified, the Shreveport 
record will bring the number of species added to the 
Louisiana list in the last 12 months to ten and the 
over-all total to 375. This revised count, which ad- 
heres to the A. O. U. ‘‘Check-list’’ and its Supple- 
ments, excludes the Yellow-billed Tropic-bird and 
the Hawk Owl, which have been listed in published 
accounts of Louisiana birds on what we regard as in- 
sufficient basis. If the Pomarine and Parasitic Jaegers 
are counted on the premise that each has been seen 
over the State’s continental shelf, although never yet 
from the shore itself, the number becomes 377. 

Shorebirds and Gulls—Upland ponds in the Pensa- 
cola area fluctuate in water level, but at the close of 
the present period were overflowing, with margins 
too far up among the surrounding vegetation to make 
them attractive to the upland species of shorebirds. 
Solitary Sandpiper and Lesser Yellow-legs, usually 
present before the end of July, were not yet recorded 
on Aug. 15. Beach-haunting species of shorebirds, 
with a few exceptions, were rarer there than ever 
before known at this season (F. M. Weston). Eight 
Upland Sandpipers seen and heard near Memphis on 
June 21 (Ben Coffey) are difficult to interpret. They 
may have represented very early southward migrants 
or late northbound stragglers or possibly birds that 
had nested nearby, although the last suggestion would 
imply an extension of breeding range. About 30 
White-rumped Sandpipers were observed on Wallace 
Lake, La., on June 6, six days late for the State. On 
Aug. 17 and again on Aug. 20, approximately 35 Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers were counted in one field near 
Duson, Lafayette Parish, La. (JG). The same observer 
found a flock of 43 Am. Avocets 6 miles west of 
Cameron on June 14, the first time the bird has been 
recorded in Louisiana in early summer. One wonders 
whether at least some of them may not have nested 
nearby. The Black-necked Stilt shows further evidence 
of occupying the eastern Gulf coast region, which it 
probably did at one time, thereby establishing con- 
tact with the now disjunct Florida population. One 
seen at Romar Beach, just east of Gulf Shores, Miss., 
on Aug. 9 is the first recorded for that State (HS). 
Two Bonaparte’s Gulls, one adult and one immature, 
seen near Cameron on June 14 (JG) are the latest of 
that species ever recorded for Louisiana, although 
the presence of immatures and presumably senile 
adults of northern gulls on the Gulf coast in summer 
is a fairly regular matter. 

Whip-poor-will, Flycatchers, Swallows. — Calling 
Whip-poor-wills were detected this summer in two 
new localities in Alabama: 60 miles east of Birming- 
ham and in the Cheaha Mountains, south of Anniston, 
each location at about 1000 ft. elevation. An adult 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher on the front beach 3 miles 
east-southeast of Cameron on June 14 (JG) seems 


amazingly early for southward migration, but the 
species is not known to breed within 150 miles of 
that place. Two new nesting sites for Cliff Swallows 
in Tennessee were recently found in places carefully 
checked in previous years (BC and R. D. Smith): 60 
nests under the walk at the building on the east end 
of Pickwick Dam on the Tennessee River, June 21; 
approximately 50 nests on the east end of the N. C. 
and St. L. R. R. bridge over Tennessee River at 
Johnsonville, May 10. 

Vireos, Warblers—A Solitary Vireo on June 2 
at El Dorado was 41 days later than the previous 
late date for the species at that locality. Noteworthy 
warbler records, presumably all of breeding birds, 
from western Tennessee and northern Mississippi 
are: Prairie Warbler, numbers below normal (BC and 
K. Roever); Swainson’s Warbler seen and heard 
singing, June 21, one mile southeast of Shiloh 
National Park, Tenn., not recorded there in previous 
years (BC); two adult Worm-eating Warblers feed- 
ing three juveniles, July 12, Natchez Trace State Park, 
Tenn. (BC), second breeding record in western Ten- 
nessee (previous one in same ravine on June 8, 
1944) ; Oven-bird singing, July 5, Woodall Mountain, 
3 miles southwest of Iuka, Miss., one of very few 
summer records for the State (BC and RDS). Two 
early migrants at Pensacola were: Black and White 
Warbler, July 11, equaling earliest previous arrival 
date (Mrs. J. F. Wernicke); Am. Redstart, Aug. 2 
(FMW). A Canada Warbler, Aug. 9, at Cameron, 
La., was 4 days earlier than previous early record for 
the State (JG). 

Tanagers, Grosbeaks and Sparrows. — Coffey 
checked the Whip-poor-will localities in northern 
Mississippi in late June and early July hoping to find 
the Scarlet Tanager in that kind of habitat, but he 
was without success. He and Smith did, however, find 
a singing male near Pocahontas, McNairy Co., Tenn., 
a few miles from where John Calhoun in 1939 found 
the first Scarlet Tanager in western Tennessee in 
summer. The species was also detected at Chickasaw 
State Park, Tenn., on June 28; near Lake La Joie 
and near Lake Placid (one bird at each place), at 
Shiloh National Park, Tenn., June 21 (BC); and for 
the first time at Hardy, Ark., July 6 (Gerald Capers). 
Although repeated trips in the last 15 years had been 
made to the area in northern Mississippi between 
Holly Springs and Tishomingo State Park without 
finding nesting Blue Grosbeaks, the bird was not un- 
common there this summer (BC and RDS). A Vesper 
Sparrow seen at Cross Lake, near Shreveport, Aug. 2 
(G. D. Hamilton), is the second record for that 
month in the State. Migrant Lark Sparrows were 
numerous in the southern part of the Region begin- 
ning in late July. One seen at Pensacola on July 25 
was 18 days earlier than ever before in that locality 
(FMW ).—GeorcGE H. Lowery, JR., AND ROBERT J. 
NEWMAN, Maseum of Zoology, Louisiana State Uni- 
versity. Baton Rouge, La. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.— 
Weather conditions throughout this Region were 
generally unfavorable for early ground-nesting birds. 
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The southern Prairie Provinces, North Dakota and 
Montana, especially had losses of waterfowl nests 
due to near-blizzard conditions in May and heavy 
rains in June. In some localities the heavy rains 
flooded streams, sloughs and lakes causing consider- 
able loss. Below-normal temperatures in May and 
early June were also detrimental to nesting success. 
Local hailstorms in North Dakota caused considerable 
damage to colonial nesting species. 

Grebes.—Red-necked Grebes nested in normal num- 
bers on the Lower Souris Refuge, Upham, N. Dak. 
(Merrill C. Hammond). Eared Grebe nesting popu- 
lations remained at a low level most of the 
Region. The one exception was the Lostwood Refuge 
and vicinity, Lostwood, N. Dak. where they nested 
in normal numbers (John R. Frye). The Upper 
Souris Refuge, Foxholm, N. Dak. was the only place 
in North Dakota reporting an increase in Western 
Grebes. Two colonies, one of 150, one of 250 birds 
were present. The colony of 250 birds suffered severe 
losses during a hailstorm in mid-July (Frank R. 
Martin). Sand Lake Refuge, Columbia, S. Dak. re- 
ported abundant nesting Westerns; the first brood 
was observed on June 15 (Dale E. Sutherland). Pied- 
billed Grebes were down on the Des Lacs Refuge, 
Kenmare, N. Dak. (Howard S. Huenecke) but fairly 
common in most of the Region. 

Pelicans and Cormorants. — White Pelicans on 
Chase Lake near Jamestown, N. Dak. produced about 
1200 young this year compared to 1400 in 1952 
(Nelius B. Nelson). On Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, 
Mont. nesting White Pelicans again showed an in- 
crease. Three nesting islands have reached their satur- 
ation point on nests, but there is increased use of 
a peninsular area (Leon C. Snyder). Floods caused 
considerable loss of nests on Medicine Lake Refuge, 
Medicine Lake, Mont. (Elmo G. Adams) and on 
Last Mountain Lake near Regina, Sask. (Dr. C. Stuart 
Houston). White Pelicans did not nest on Sand Lake 
Refuge, Columbia, S. Dak. as in former years (DES). 
Nesting Double-crested Cormorants continued to in- 
crease at Bowdoin Refuge; nesting success was high 
with 3 to 5 birds reared in most nests (LCS). On 
Fort Peck Game Range, Fort Peck, Mont. a cormorant 
rookery contained 200 nests (M. Clair Aldous). La- 
Creek Refuge, Martin, $. Dak. had a continued in- 
crease in both Double-crested Cormorants and White 
Pelicans (Kenneth Krumm). 
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Herons and Bitterns—Most observers reported no 
change in numbers of herons and bitterns. A noticeable 
increase in nesting Great Blue Herons was observed 
at Bowdoin Refuge, however (LCS). Great Blues 

were reported out of the nest and flying on July 30 

near Regina, Sask. (Doug Gilroy). A pair of Snowy 

Egrets was observed several times in May and again 

in late summer at LaCreek Refuge, Martin, S. Dak., 

but no nest was found (KK). Two Snowy Egrets 

were recorded on Upper Souris Refuge, Foxholm, N, 

Dak. on June 10 (FRM). 

WV aterfowl—The waterfowl nesting season in this 
Region was characterized by an overall decrease in 
production compared to 1952. Cold weather and un- 
usually heavy precipitation, especially in the northern 
part of the Region, resulted in nest destruction and 
desertion among early nesting species. In most of the 
Region some of the young will be unable to fly when 
the hunting season opens. Canada Goose production 
was down only 20 per cent at Bowdoin Refuge, des- 
pite a 60 per cent loss of the first nesting attempts 
(LCS). Considerable flooding loss also occurred at 
Medicine Lake Refuge (EGA). Most first nests of 
Canadas were lost at the Lower Souris Refuge, Upham, 
N. Dak. during the April 23-24 snowfall (12 to 13 
inches) and freezing weather. Predators crossed thin 
ice on April 23 and destroyed 11 out of 12 nests on 
one island (MCH). Sand Lake Refuge, Columbia, S. 
Dak. reported good nesting success of Canada Geese. 
Duck nesting in general for the Region was 3 to 4 
weeks later than in 1952. Early Mallard and Pintail 
nests suffered high losses and many diving duck 
nests were flooded out. Lower Souris Refuge reported 
one (possibly 2) Black Duck broods and several 
Hooded Merganser broods (MCH). The diving duck 
production was fair on Lostwood Refuge, Lostwood, 
N. Dak. (JRF). A White-winged Scoter again nested 
on Des Lacs Refuge, Kenmare, N. Dak.; on Aug. 6 
a female with 4 young was observed (Kermit Dybset- 
ter), but on Aug. 16 when seen again only 3 young 
were recorded. A Wood Duck brood of 10 half-grown 
young was seen on June 27 along the Red River near 
Fargo, N. Dak. (J. Frank Cassel). One Wood Duck 
was observed near West Fargo on June 20 (Edward 
Hibbard ). 

Vultures and Hawks.—Turkey Vultures were ob- 
served on several occasions during the season in the 
north unit of Theodore Roosevelt National Memorial 
Park, Medora, N. Dak. A Cooper's Hawk nest con- 
taining 2 eggs was found near Yorkton, Sask. on May 
31. This was the third known nesting record for the 
district (CSH). Although a few nests were reported, 
Swainson’s Hawks continued to be scarce. For the 
third consecutive year, Prairie Falcons were found 
in the same general area in Roosevelt Park (Ebba 
Brooks). 

Gallinaceous Birds—The cool weather and heavy 
precipitation early in the nesting season also caused 
losses among this group. The luxuriant growth of 
vegetation made observations difficult. A Spruce 
Grouse brood of 5 downy young was seen near Amisk 
(Beaver) Lake in Saskatchewan on July 2 (CSH). 
No Greater Prairie Chicken broods were reported, 
but two booming grounds were located on Lower 
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Souris Refuge, Upham, N. Dak. (Leo Kirsch). A 
good nesting season for Sharp-tailed Grouse was re- 
ported in the Long Lake Refuge vicinity, Moffit, N. 
Dak. (Homer L. Bradley) and several broods were 
observed on the Des Lacs Refuge (KDD). Generally, 
Sharp-tailed Grouse appeared to have a good season. 
A brood of 3 nearly-grown Sage Hens was seen near 
Rhame, N. Dak. on Aug. 22 (EH). Nine broods of 
Sage Hens were seen at Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, 
Mont., the brood size ranging from 2 to 9, with the 
average about 7 birds (LCS). Most areas reported a 
fair to good Ring-necked Pheasant hatch despite ad- 
verse weather early in the season. A wide range in 
brood sizes, with some eggs still being incubated, was 
reported from the Centerville, S$. Dak. area (Lester 
Lauritzen). 

Shorebirds—An increase in nesting Long-billed 
Curlews was noted on Bowdoin Refuge (LCS). Up- 
land Sandpiper broods of various sizes were seen on 
July 14 near Redfield, S$. Dak. (H. V. Padrnos). 
Many Wilson's Phalaropes nested near Redfield. A 
brood of 3 downy young was observed near Bow- 
bells, N. Dak. on July 30 (HSH, JRF). 

Gulls and Terns.—Gulls and terns nesting on 
islands in Last Mountain Lake near Regina, Sask. 
were hard hit by rising water levels (CSH). Flood- 
ing caused serious losses of young California Gulls 
at Medicine Lake Refuge, Medicine Lake, Mont. 
(EGA). Bowdoin Refuge in Montana reported a suc- 
cessful season for California, Ring-billed and Frank- 
lin’s Gulls; Common and Black Terns nested there in 
usual numbers (LCS). Large nesting colonies of 
Forster's and Black Terns were present on Sand Lake 
Refuge (DES) ; both species were common nesters on 
LaCreek Refuge (KK). All terns nesting at Good 
Spirit Lake, near Yorkton, Sask. were flooded out 
twice this year (CSH). Black Terns had a successful 
nesting season in the vicinity of Sheho, Sask. (Wil- 
liam Niven). 

Flycatchers through W arblers.—Say's Phoebes were 
observed feeding young in Roosevelt Memorial Park 
on June 15. Six young Purple Martins were observed 
leaving a nesting box in Kenmare, N. Dak. on Aug. 
24. This was probably the first successful nesting of 
the bird in the area (Gammell). Catbirds continued to 
be on the decrease in the vicinity of Kenmare and the 
Des Lacs Refuge area. A nest containing 3 Veery eggs 
and 1 Brown-headed Cowbird egg was found near 
Yorkton, Sask. on June 7. This was the first recorded 
nesting record of the Veery in the district (CSH). 
Black and White Warblers were present in the Roose- 
velt Memorial Park, Medora, N. Dak. during June 
and July (EB). Yellow-breasted Chats were common 
in both the north and south units of the Park. They 
were observed carrying food on June 15. 

Blackbirds through Sparrouws.—An increase in Bob- 
olinks was noted over most of the Region. 
Orchard Orioles were seen in greater numbers in the 
Sioux Falls, $. Dak. area (J. Scott Findley); Balti- 
more Orioles were scarce in the vicinity of Tower 
City, N. Dak. (Edgar Preston). Bullock's Orioles 
were observed feeding young in the nest near Rapid 
City, S. Dak. on June 23 (Harry Behrens). Four 
young Blue Grosbeaks, ready to fly, were seen at 


Spring Creek, near Rapid City, S$. Dak. on July 4 
(HB). After a two-season build-up, few Dickcissels 
were seen on LaCreek Refuge, Martin, $. Dak. (KK) ; 
a decrease was also noted in the Sioux Falls region 
(JSF). Dickcissels were reported on the increase 
near Redfield, S. Dak.; several were recorded near 
Tower City, N. Dak—ANN M. GAMMELL, ROBERT 
T. GAMMELL, Kenmare, N. Dak.: Howarn § 
HuENECKE, Des Lacs Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Ken- 
mare, N. Dak. 


SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—The 
late spring and early summer drought was very 
severe over much of the Region and resulted in low 
nesting success for a 
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Waterfowl.—The post- 
nuptial wandering of herons and egrets was less notic- 
able than during the last several years according to 
several observers. A Wood Ibis at Dallas on July 9 
was the first seen in seventeen years of observation 
(Mrs. E. Winford). An immature Snow Goose spent 
the season at Amarillo, Tex. (Mrs. D. Acord). The 
Blue-winged Teal was first noted at Dallas on July 
12, a very early fall record (EW). 

Hawks, Quail, Gallinules—The Mississippi Kite 
appeared to be increasing at Halstead, Kans. (Miss 
E. Ruth), at Amarillo (DA), and at Midland, Tex 
(Mr. and Mrs. J. Galley). A pair of Zone-tailed 
Hawks was discovered at a nest near San Angelo, 
Tex. in May (L. O. Thompson). The identification 
was verified by E. Kincaid and F. Watson. This record 
constitutes a definite extension of the nesting range 
of this species. An adult and an immature Red- 
shouldered Hawk seen at Denton, Tex. from July 
29 to the end of the season may have indicated nest- 
ing birds (K. and R. Rylander). Bob-white nesting 
success was apparently poor to fair in Oklahoma. At 
Alva no young were seen during the season (P. Nigh- 
swonger); at Canton Reservoir several small broods 
and many adult pairs without young were noted in 
June (G. Merrifield). A Purple Gallinule collected 
35 miles east of Roswell on June 12 by Sam Tanner 
was an addition to the New Mexico list (V. Mont- 
gomery). 

Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns—The summer status 
of the Am. Woodcock in Oklahoma continues to be 
puzzling. From June 27 to July 8 two birds were 
found regularly about a pond near Oklahoma City 
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(D. Clark) and on July 25 one was flushed on the 
Salt Plains Refuge (F. M. Baumgartner). There are 
no known records of this species nesting in Oklahoma. 
The Buff-breasted Sandpiper was seen at Denton on 
Aug. 1 and again on Aug. 15 (KR, RR). This species 
has been recorded more frequently than usual this 
year. A Herring Gull seen at Dallas on Aug. 8 was 
a month early (W. Christian). A Least Tern ob- 
served at Dallas on June 30 constituted an unusual 
distribution record (EW). 

Doves through Jays —Early nesting of the Mourn- 
ing Dove at Stillwater produced a few young but 
many late August and early September nests were re- 
ported (FMB). A Black-billed Cuckoo seen at Dallas 
on Aug. 8 represented an unusual distribution record 
(EW). Probably due to the lack of water areas, the 
Belted Kingfisher was uncommon near Colorado 
Springs, Colo. (Mrs. H. J. Wagner). The Eastern 
Kingbird is apparently increasing at Clayton, N. Mex. 
One pair nested (W. Cook) and a third bird was 
seen on Aug. 23 (A. J. Krehbiel). Reproduction of 
the Barn and Cliff Swallows at Alva was very poor. 
Four pairs of Barn Swallows raised only three broods 
and a Cliff Swallow colony was about half its normal 
size (PN). The Blue Jay continued to increase in 
north central Colorado. A nesting pair was found 
near Berthoud on June 4 and several pairs nested at 
Fort Collins (R. G. Beidleman). 

Nuthatches through Starlings. —Two White- 
breasted Nuthatches seen at Denton from July 4 on 
may have nested (KR, RR). A Carolina Wren 
was seen in the foothills near Colorado Springs on 
July 2 (HJW). There are few records of this species 
in that State. The Catbird nested at Alva for the 
second straight year (S. Little, PN). The Am. Robin 
may have nested at Weatherly Lake, about 40 miles 
northwest of Clayton. Both immature and adult robins 
were noted there on July 12 (AJK). A Wood Thrush 
seen near Halstead on June 13 may have been a 
breeding bird. There are no recent summer records in 
that locality (ER). The Common Starling has in- 
creased markedly at Casper, Wyo. in recent years. 
Common Starlings are now evicting Red-shafted 
Flickers and Mountain Bluebirds from nest boxes (L. 
R. Burkhart). 

Warblers—A Black and White Warbler was 
observed feeding young near Cleveland, Okla., July 
5-10. This locality is west of the known nesting range 
of the species in the state (FMB). A pair of Black 
and White Warblers seen at Denton from June 28 
on were probably nesting (KR, RR). Two Prothono- 
tary Warblers observed at Denton from May 26 to 
the end of the season were believed to have nested 
(KR, RR). Both of these warblers were not seen dur- 
ing previous summers. A Yellow-throated Warbler 
seen in the same locality on Aug. 13 constituted a 
first fall record (KR, RR). 

Blackbirds through Sparrows.—The Western 
Meadowlark was heard on four dates in July at 
Commerce, Tex. These constitute the first summer 
records for that locality (Mrs. N. S. O'Neil). The 
Yellow-headed Blackbird was seen at Alva from early 
July on. This species has been regarded as a spring 
and fall migrant (PN). The Blue Grosbeak nested 
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again at Windsor, Colo., the only locality in that 
section of the State where the species is known to 
breed (RGB). Two male Blue Grosbeaks were seen 
at Dallas from June 8 throughout the period (EW). 
The Indigo Bunting was also found at Dallas (EW). 
Both species are rarely found in the summer. The 
Indigo Bunting was found in a new locality near Hal- 
stead and may be extending its range (ER). At Casper 
only one male Lazuli Bunting was found in an area 
that is usually occupied by 4 or 5 (LRB). At Alva 
the Dickcissel was not seen after May 15. Perhaps 
the lack of weed patches in the late spring and early 
summer caused this species to abandon this area 
(PN ).—F. M. BAUMGARTNER, Oklahoma A. and M. 
College, Stillwater, Okla. 


GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN.- 
TAIN REGION.—Since no report was available for 


this issue, breeding season notes will be included in 
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the fall migration summary in the February 1954 
issue, Please send observations to the new regional 
editor, Dr. Oliver K. Scott, 437 East 13th Street, 
Casper, Wyoming. 


SOUTH TEXAS REGION.—South Texas again 
suffered a hot dry summer. After the middle of May 
the daily weather established an unusually dry, hot 
pattern. Average 
temperatures for 
June were among 
the hottest on 
record and rainfall, 
except in localized 
areas, was the least 
since the record 
drought years, 1933 
and 1934. Con- 
ditions in July and 
early August were 
similar, temperatures averaging higher than normal 
and rainfall remaining almost non-existent. In late 
August precipitation returned to normal and exceeded 
normal in some localities. The damage had already 
been done, however. From practically all observers, 
comments received relating to particular species or 
to general observations indicate quite clearly that dry 
conditions reduced the number of young birds raised 
this year by a significant proportion in some species. 
In addition, summer birds seemed to desert their nest- 
ing areas early. The poor nesting season resulted from 
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poor growth and early drying of vegetation, a lower 
than normal insect population, and the complete dry- 
ing of many fresh-water ponds, reservoirs, and 
streams. In the Rio Grande Valley the Laguna Atas- 
cosa was completely dry by the latter part of July 
and most of the refuge impoundments had already 
lost all of their stored water. The Rio Grande re- 
mained dry for over 200 miles upstream from its 
mouth. Many cattle ranchers had to haul water in 
tank trucks for their stock. Birds watered at these 
points. At Santa Ana Refuge water was pumped con- 
tinuously from wells to supply wildlife and more 
normal nesting conditions existed there. Road-runners. 
Horned Larks, Verdins, Scissor-tailed Flycatchers, 
Curve-billed Thrashers, Bewick’s Wrens, Lark Spar- 
rows, Black-throated Sparrows, and other birds more 
tolerant of dry conditions had a good nesting season 
again this year. No tropical storms reached coastal 
Texas this summer. A Blue-faced Booby, however, 
which reached Galveston on June 30, no doubt 
was deposited there by a strong atmospheric distur- 
bance which traveled westward through the West 
Indies the preceding week. This bird, an immature 
individual, was found early in the morning entangled 
in a tree and was turned over to Dr. C. E. Hall of 
Galveston, who attempted to aid the exhausted bird's 
recuperation. Although the bird readily ate con- 
siderable quantities of fish, it failed to regain the 
ability to sustain flight. It, therefore, has been pre- 
served as a skin for record purposes. 

Pelicans, Herons, and Ibises—A number of non- 
nesting White Pelicans spent the summer in the 
upper Gulf coastal area. A large flock was present in 
the bays between La Porte and Baytown all summer 
(A. K. McKay). A group was also observed at 
Galveston on July 26 (M. A. Yramategui). McKay 
also reported a flock of 40 at Cove on June 7, four 
days later than he had recorded them before. Mrs. 
Conger N. Hagar reported that the first nesting of 
Great Blue Herons, Reddish Egrets, and Louisiana 
Herons on Lydia Ann Island and Second Chain-of- 
Islands was a loss as high tides washed late April 
and early May eggs away. The birds made a second 
attempt, however, and had a very successful season. 
John Larson, Audubon Warden at Green Island in 
Laguna Madre, reported a generally poor nesting sea- 
son for herons, egrets, and ibises, with the exception 
of Black-crowned Night Herons and Little Blue 
Herons. The leafless stems of the trees and shrubs on 
the island were not attractive to many of the birds 
which came in flocks as usual but did not remain. 
Food conditions were locally excellent. Green Island, 
though not offering typical Little Blue Heron nesting 
habitat, had a better than usual number of this species 
for no known reason. Also, Black-crowned Night 
Herons, which nest deeper in the brush, found ample 
cover. A small colony of Great Blue Herons nested 
on Needle Island in Laguna Atascosa for the first 
time. An Am. Egret seen near Austin on June 21 
(Fred S. Webster) was the only one reported for 
that area all summer. The Snowy Egret was similarly 
scarce in that area, being seen only on July 29 (W. 
D. Anderson). A_ single Yellow-crowned Night 
Heron was seen at a point on lower Barton Creek 





near Austin on eight occasions between July 21 and 
September 15 (FSW). A Least Bittern nest with 3 
eggs was found at Cove on June 7. The species was 
last observed in the area on Aug. 14 (AKM). A flock 
of 120 Wood Ibises was seen, on June 14, flying in 
a northeasterly direction out of Mexico across the 
Santa Ana Refuge (Mr. and Mrs. C. T. Gill, Luther 
C. Goldman). The first arrivals on the upper coast 
were a group of 58 at Cove on June 20 (AKM). On 
July 14 about 75 were seen circling over Houston 
(MAY), and on July 18 they were reported as 
numerous at Rockport (CNH). At Laguna Atascosa 
51 Wood Ibises were noted on Aug. 12. A number 
were still present the first week in September. Accord- 
ing to Robert O. Fisher, Audubon Warden at 
Vingt’un Islands, about 300 pairs of White Ibis 
nested. There were also about 100 pairs of Roseate 
Spoonbills, somewhat fewer than in previous years, 
which raised about 100 young to the flying stage. 
The last young left the nest in mid-July. A new 
Spoonbill colony was discovered in June, by members 
of the Outdoor Nature Club of Houston, on two 
small islands in Galveston Bay near the mouth of 
Cedar Bayou. This colony added significantly to the 
local population since it consisted of almost 50 pairs. 
Mrs. Hagar reported that the Spoonbill had a success- 
ful nesting season along the central section of the 
Texas coast. 

Ducks.—Black-bellied Tree-ducks arrived on the 
Santa Ana Refuge in April and reached a peak on 
May 26 when 128 were counted. Many of these left 
in a few days and no records were obtained of their 
nesting on the refuge. A count of 50 was made on 
June 29. Mr. R. J. Montgomery at Rio Hondo re- 
ported that his Black-bellied Tree-duck pond dried 
up and that nesting conditions were poor. Mottled 
Duck nests were few and far between in the Rio 
Grande Valley this year because of the scarcity of 
suitable nesting places (LCG); they were reported 
as less common than usual in the Cove area (AKM). 
On the other hand, numbers in the Rockport area 
were about normal (CNH). The Blue-winged Teal 
was observed less frequently than usual in coastal 
areas. The Wood Duck appears to be increasing in 
the eastern part of the Region. Twenty-two were 
noted at Cove on Aug. 9, and 4 on Aug. 23 (AKM), 
and 12 were seen on Sheldon Reservoir northeast of 
Houston on Aug. 23 (Mr. and Mrs. Francis A. Mac- 
Mahon). On Aug. 7 a pair of Wood Ducks was also 
found on Lake Austin. The male, in eclipse plumage, 
was again observed the next day (FSW). A single 
female Red-breasted Merganser spent the whole sum- 
mer at Mansfield Dam near Austin and a similar bird 
was observed at Tom Miller Dam in the same region 
on July 15 and 21 (FSW). These observations con- 
stitute the first record of the Red-breasted Merganser 
summering in the Austin area. 

Hawks. — Red-shouldered Hawks, White-tailed 
Hawks, Harris's Hawks, and Audubon’s Caracaras 
had a normal, successful nesting season on the Laguna 
Atascosa Refuge (LCG). The Red-shouldered Hawk 
was reported as less common than usual at Cove 
(AKM). An unusual record was the presence of a 
pair of Zone-tailed Hawks in Coke County, the 


317 





northern extreme of the Edwards Plateau. This pair 
was found late in May by L. O. Thompson. Subse- 
quent visits to its wilderness haunts by a variety of 
experts confirmed the identification. While making 
his first observations, Mr. Thompson observed the pair 
at their nest feeding young. For unknown reasons 
the young were never fledged; however, the adults 
remained in the immediate vicinity at least until Aug. 
30. Five Harris’s Hawks in a single group were seen 
at Beeville on July 14 (Mrs. A. H. Geiselbrecht). 
Some unusual June and July records of Peregrine 
Falcons were made in the southern part of the Region 
by William Jennings. On June 3 a Peregrine Falcon 
was observed southwest of Padilla in Tamaulipas, 
Mexico. On June 11, 2 were observed northwest of 
Rio Hondo catching and feeding on White-winged 
Doves, and on June 19, 2 were seen near Mercedes. 
Other observations west of Raymondville were one 
on the west side of the Tres Canales Ranch on July 
1, and 2, July 17, at Hargill, A. K. McKay saw a 
Peregrine Falcon at Cove on July 26. 

Gallinaceous Birds and Rails —Chachalacas had a 
better season than last year at Santa Ana Refuge. 
Twelve nests were observed to be successful (George 
Unland). Young birds with adults, and normally 
cracked egg shell remains at nest localities, were indi- 
cators of a good hatch. Two nests were observed near 
San Benito (C. E. Hudson, LCG). Greater Prairie 
Chicken nesting was successful on the prairies be- 
tween Pasadena and La Porte. On July 9 a group of 
6 almost grown young was seen in this area (F. G. 
Watson) and similar groups were seen subsequently 
by others. Two automobile-killed young were noted 
near Deer Park on July 27. Bob-whites at Laguna 
Atascosa Refuge and Turkeys at the King Ranch were 
slow in starting to mest, but had a good season. 
Downy Bob-whites of two different clutches, noticed 
in the last week of August, were late season records 
(LCG). Turkey poults were commonly observed dur- 
ing the third week in August on the King Ranch. 
Nesting of the King Rail in the upper coastal area 
was erratic. A pair with downy chicks was seen in a 
ditch near Tomball on Apr. 5 (Mrs. Minor A. Hurst). 
At Cove partly-grown young were seen on July 18 
and downy chicks were seen on Aug. 29 (AKM). 
The drought destroyed most of the nesting habitat 
for gallinules in the Rio Grande Valley. 

Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns.—Snowy and Wilson's 
Plovers did well this nesting season in the Rockport 
area (CNH); however, on the Laguna Atascosa 
Refuge, Wilson’s Plover had a fair season only in 
those few areas where a small amount of water re- 
mained until early summer. Killdeer nesting was ex- 
tended. A nest with 4 eggs was found at Cove on 
June 28 (AKM), and an adult brooding 2 downy 
chicks was seen at Deer Park on July 13 (FGW). 
Black-bellied Plover remained at Cove until June 7, 
later than usual, and two small advance flocks re- 
turned on June 27. They continued to arrive in 
additional small numbers throughout July (AKM). 
Willets and Black-necked Stilts nesting on the south- 
ern coastal prairies also suffered because of the dry 
conditions (LCG). The Black-necked Stilt was nor- 
mally successful in the Rockport area (CNH), but 
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was less so along the upper coast (FGW). A pair 
with 3 half-grown young was found at Cove on June 
14 (AKM). Laughing Gulls, Gull-billed Terns, 
Royal Terns, and Black Skimmers had an average sea- 
son on the spoil banks of the Intracoastal Canal in 
Cameron and Willacy Counties. On July 12 a colony 
of about 300 skimmers, including young of all sizes, 
was observed on a shell bank at Smith’s Point in 
Galveston Bay (FGW). Thirteen immature skim- 
mers were seen on the Nueces River on Aug. 23 
(AHG). This year for the first time Black Terns 
stayed all summer in the upper coastal area. This 
was noted at Cove (AKM) and at Freeport and 
Galveston (FGW). Numbers were not great, but the 
bird was always evident. A freshly-killed Franklin's 
Gull was found on U. S. Highway 87 in western 
Concho County on July 18. This bird, which must 
have been a summer wanderer or very early fall 
migrant, was an adult in perfect plumage even hav- 
ing the pink suffusion on the breast (FGW). 

Pigeons and Doves.—An estimated 150 pairs of 
Red-billed Pigeons, an improvement over last year, 
nested at Santa Ana Refuge. The first Mourning Dove 
nest containing eggs was found at Laguna Atascosa 
on Mar. 30. U. S. Game Management Agent Frank 
Clarkson reported seeing three Mourning Dove nests 
containing eggs on Sept. 1, and one dove building 
a nest the same day in Houston County. A pair of 
Mourning Doves under observation at C. T. Gill’s 
home near Harlingen were starting to nest for the 
third time the first week in September. White-winged 
Doves in the Lower Rio Grande Valley produced 
only half the 1952 crop of young. There was only one 
bird fledged from every eight eggs laid instead of one 
for every four, last year’s figure. Over much of the 
White-winged Dove area under observation by Wil- 
liam Jennings, Boat-tailed Grackle depredation ac- 
counted for 82 per cent of the eggs and young. A 
report from Beeville indicates considerable nesting 
at that point. Many nested within the Beeville city 
limits. Twelve pairs were noted in a single block 
area on June 30. One nest still contained young on 
Sept. 5 (AHG). J. W. Stokes reported 3000 to 4000 
White-wings near Yorktown the latter part of August. 
White-winged Doves began leaving the Rio Grande 
Valley for Mexico in mid-August because of the 
scarcity of milo and other cultivated grains. A pre- 
hunting season count of 50,000 White-wings was 
made. The early exodus of this game bird no doubt 
saved many from being bagged in the Sept. 11-15 
hunting season. A late nesting Ground Dove was 
flushed from its nest at Southmost on Sept. 18. Inca 
Doves apparently had a uniformly successful season. 
A pair at Rockport was incubating its third set of 
eggs late in August (CNH). The pair which arrived 
in Galveston last spring was still present in Kempner 
Park on July 3. No definite evidence of nesting was 
found (FGW). 

Cuckoos, Goatsuckers and Hummingbirds. —On 
June 22 a pair of Blue Jays evidently ate the young 
from a Yellow-billed Cuckoo’s nest in a walnut tree 
at the home of A. K. McKay. Groove-billed Anis 
were not so abundant generally in the Rio Grande 
Valley this summer, but were very common nesters 
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at Santa Ana Refuge. Pauraques were noted in pairs 
as early as Mar. 6 in the Valley, but no nests were 
discovered until Apr. 13. Pauraques were heard call- 
ing at Beeville from Apr. 15 to Apr. 27 and from 
Aug. 18 to Sept. 10 (AHG). The last Common 
Nighthawk booming in the Cove area was heard on 
Aug. 8 (AKM). The only hummingbird nesting 
activity reported was the observation of the court- 
ship antics of a pair of Black-chinned Hummingbirds 
at Austin on June 4 (FSW). 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers and Swallows.— The 
Pileated Woodpecker was observed in two areas out- 
side its nesting range. A. K. McKay saw one near 
his home at Cove on June 27 and again on Aug. 
23. J. W. Eberman saw one on the south bank of 
the Houston Ship Channel near Deer Park on July 
2. A Red-bellied Woodpecker was seen carrying 
blackberries to its nesting hole near Cove on June 
28 (AKM). Red-headed Woodpeckers were again 
common in the upper coastal area. A Rose-throated 
Becard nest found near Mission by H. J. Bock was 
the only one reported this season. Scissor-tailed Fly- 
catchers nested throughout the Region in normal 
numbers and appeared uniformly successful. Derby 
Flycatchers began nesting in early April. One nest at 
San Benito was completed and occupied on Apr. 13 
(LCG). Another found in the same area on May 20 
was also occupied (Roger T. Peterson, James Fisher, 
CEH, LCG). The Mexican Crested Flycatcher was 
reported as nesting successfully at Beeville and a 
family group of Ash-throated Flycatchers was ob- 
served there on June 27 (AHG). As nesting birds, 
Eastern Kingbirds were scarce and the Crested Fly- 
catcher was absent in the Cove area (AKM). The 
Eastern Wood Pewee, a summer resident in the 
Austin area, was last seen on Aug. 2 (WDA); how- 
ever, migrants began appearing at Cove on Aug. 8 
and succeeding days (AKM). The Vermilion Fly- 
catcher had a better than usual season, the popula- 
tion evidently having increased as a result of the 
last two very mild winters. In addition, this species 
moves northward and eastward in winter and for the 
same reason has been able to consolidate territory 
gained in this manner. Male Vermilion Flycatchers 
were noted making nuptial flights on the Laguna 
Atascosa Refuge as early as Mar. 5. This continued 
through Apr. 12. At Beeville nesting began about 
Apr. 7; on July 7 young birds were being fed; and 
on Sept. 3 a mixed group of adults and young was 
observed (AHG). A pair feeding fledged young was 
seen near Rocksprings on May 10 (FGW); a pair 
was observed in western Bastrop County from Apr. 

to July 25 (FSW); several pairs were noted in 
Hays County (WDA); and a pair was observed in 
early July near Juliff in Fort Bend County (Carrie 
Holcomb, Ruth Stamm). A Beardless Flycatcher was 
observed on Apr. 3 and Apr. 19 at Santa Ana Refuge 
but no nesting record was made. Summer resident 
Cliff Swallows were last seen in the Austin area on 
July 28 (FSW). At that time migrants were still 
plentiful along the coast. 

Jays, Crows, Titmice and Wrens.—Blue Jays were 
observed pulling roots for nest building in two 
Austin localities on Mar. 10, and at another spot on 


Mar. 28 (FSW). At Cove, Blue Jays built several 
nests in the pecan and walnut trees about the home of 
A. K. McKay. At least two broods were reared. The 
last eggs were laid the fourth week in June while, 
from another nest, a non-flying fledgling was observed 
on June 23. A single Fish Crow was seen at Cove 
on Aug. 20 and 24 (AKM). On Feb. 27 and 28 in 
Austin a pair of Carolina Chickadees, in competition 
with a female Red-bellied Woodpecker, made an 
attempt to clean out and occupy a woodpecker hole. 
The woodpecker won (FSW). Verdins and Bewick's 
Wrens became plentiful in the Beeville area for the 
first time since the freeze in early 1951. Two adult 
Verdins with 2 grown young were seen near Elroy 
in southeast Travis County on May 2 (FSW). A 
family group of White-breasted Nuthatches was seen 
near Sheldon Reservoir northeast of Houston on Aug 
23 (MAY). 

Thrashers, Thrushes, Gnatcatchers, Waxwings, and 
Shrikes—A pair of Mockingbirds hatched their first 
set of eggs in Mrs. Minor A. Hurst’s garden on Mar. 
26. The last birds of the fourth brood of this same 
pair left the nest in the second week of August. In 
Austin young just out of the nest were noted from 
Apr. 5 to Aug. 6 (FSW). A. K. McKay reported that 
Mockingbirds in great numbers moved into the Cove 
area in at least three waves after the nesting season. 
The first Curve-billed Thrasher nest with a full com- 
plement of eggs was found, Mar. 30, at Laguna 
Atascosa (Fritz Lemmer, Elmer Smalzreid, LCG). 
Curve-billed Thrashers were noted at Beeville with 
nestlings on Apr. 7, and young birds just leaving the 
nest on Apr. 27. Robins were noted as unusually 
scarce in residential sections of Houston (J. M. 
Heiser). Nineteen Am. Robins were observed on the 
state capitol grounds in Austin on Aug. 6. There 
appeared to be no juvenals among them nor was there 
any evidence of nesting in the Austin area this year 
(FSW). Eastern Bluebirds were common nesters 
along the road from Goliad to Cuero where they 
occupied woodpecker holes in uncreosoted telephone 
poles. Flocks of Cedar Waxwings were both heard 
and observed at several places while passing north 
through the Rio Grande Valley on May 20 (RTP, 
JF, CEH, LCG). Lawrence Tabony watched and 
heard a flock of 8 Cedar Waxwings as they fed 
on magnolia seeds in his front yard in Houston on 
Aug. 7. Except for a lone September record this 
species has not previously been found in coastal 
Texas before early November. A single Loggerhead 
Shrike, a winter resident in the Austin area, was 
noted just east of Austin on July 29 (WDA). In 
southeastern Travis County 5 were seen on Aug. 16 
and 7 on Aug. 20 (FSW). Although the species 
nests fairly commonly along the upper coastal area, 
there was an influx at La Porte on Aug. 13 (J. R. 
Schmidt). 

Vireos and Warblers—The Black-capped Vireo 
was last seen in the hills west of Austin on July 10 
(FSW). White-eyed Vireos were reported unusually 
common throughout the coastal portions of the 
Region. Fully-fledged young Bell's Vireos were be- 
ing fed at Beeville on June 27 and singing of the 
males continued until Aug. 24. Swainson’s Warb- 
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lers were heard singing at two locations near Cove 
on July 11 (AKM). Fledging of young Golden- 
cheeked Warblers reached its peak in the first half 
of June in the Austin area according to Fred S. 
Webster. They became hard to find after mid-June 
and he noted the last one of the summer on July 18. 
Pine Warblers had their usual successful season in 
pine woods areas which reach down into the eastern 
part of coastal Texas. The Kentucky Warbler was 
heard singing near Cove this summer; 2 on June 21; 
1 on July 11; and 1 on July 18 (AKM). The last 
Yellow-breasted Chat was seen in the Austin area on 
Aug. 15 (FSW). 

Orioles and Cowbirds.—A pair of Orchard Orioles 
was present in a garden in Bellaire from late May 
until mid-July, no doubt nesting (Stephen G. Wil- 
liams). A late nesting pair, both of which were 
seen, was feeding small young in a nest near Ingram, 
Kerr Co., on July 19 (C. H. McNeese, WDA, 
FGW ). The first post-nesting migrant Orchard Orioles 
arrived at Cove on June 22 (AKM). Migrants were 
seen in the Houston area on Aug. 8 (SGW). The 
last one seen in the Austin area was noted on Aug. 16 
(FSW). The Audubon’s Oriole was reported near 
Beeville where, on July 4, one pair was found feed- 
ing 3 practically-grown Red-eyed Cowbirds. On Sept. 
13 a pair was observed with two almost-grown young 
of their own (AHG). Hooded Orioles were more 
common this year than last at Santa Ana Refuge 
(GU). A male and 2 female Baltimore Orioles spent 
the summer on the northern outskirts of Houston 
this summer, but there was no evidence of nesting 
(MAH). 

Grosbeaks, Buntings, Finches, and Sparrows.—Blue 
Grosbeaks were seen at Austin no later than June 
14 (FSW). This species, an uncommon nester in the 
Austin region, perhaps left because of the very dry 
conditions. A special effort was made to find the 
Varied Bunting nesting in the Lower Rio Grande 
Valley this summer, but without success (CEH). 
Painted Buntings appeared to have a successful nest- 
ing season, particularly in the southern part of the 
Region. Migrants were first noted near Houston on 
Aug. 8 (SGW). The last Painted Bunting noted in 
the Austin area was seen on Aug. 1 (FSW). The 
Dickcissel was more common than usual in the Cove 
area this summer. Greatest activity was about mid- 
June, diminishing until mid-July. The last bird sing- 
ing was heard July 18 (AKM). Of approximately a 
dozen pairs of Dickcissels which nested 9 miles 
north of the Houston city limits, all had departed 
before Aug. 5 (MAH). Dickcissels seen by Edgar 
B. Kincaid at Austin on Aug. 23 were considered 
migrants. The House Finch, previously uncommon 
at Beeville, was found there in three separate areas. 
On June 15 one pair was observed feeding young 
in a nest while 2 nearly-grown fledglings were noted 
following them about (AHG). The Lesser Gold- 
finch was observed on July 7 and 23, the first 
records for the Beeville area (AHG). Even more un- 
usual was the occurrence of the Lesser Goldfinch not 
far north of Houston. A single male was seen on a 
roadside telephone wire near Willis, Montgomery Co., 
on several occasions this summer by J. M. Heiser. 
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The Texas Sparrow was found feeding a fledgling at 
Beeville on July 14, and a male was heard singing 
at that point on Sept. 1. The Texas Sparrow was 
also reported as being observed at Beeville on Nov. 
2, 1951, and is believed to be resident there (AHG). 
Botteri’s Sparrows were abundant over a large 
part of the Laguna Atascosa Refuge this season. 
Cassin’s Sparrows were also common and, in addition, 
were reported as mumerous in cut-over pastures at 
Beeville. Mrs. Hagar reported that, in the Rockport 
area, Cassin’s Sparrows nested twice this year, the 
second nesting not being complete until late July — 
LUTHER C. GOLDMAN, Laguna Atascosa National 
Wildlife Refuge, San Benito, Tex., and FRANK G. 
WaTSON. 4110 Drummond St.. Houston 25, Texas. 


SOUTHWEST REGION.—The drought was parti- 
ally broken by heavy July rains in many parts of the 
Region, especially in west-central New Mexico, central 
and east-central 
Arizona, and in sec- 
tions of northern 
Arizona. Tempera- 
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MEXICO Loons through 
Herons.—A_ Com- 
mon Loon was seen on Havasu Lake, Havasu Lake 
Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Ariz.-Calif., July 1 (Gale 
Monson). A Brown Pelican landed exhausted in a 
Parker, Ariz. street, Aug. 1 (GM), while another in 
similar condition was found at Goodyear, Ariz., Aug. 
2 (Dr. D. C. Van Dyke fide A. S. Margolin). A 
female or immature Frigate-bird (species?) flew 
over Tumacacori Nat'l Monument, Ariz., June 18 
(Sallie Van Valkenburgh). Double-crested Cormor- 
ants, as well as Am. and Snowy Egrets, again nested 
on the Bosque del Apache Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, N. 
Mex., after a year’s lapse (Raymond Fleetwood). 
However, only 5 or 6 nests of the Am. Egret, and 
none at all of the Snowy Egret, were found at Topock, 
Ariz., on the Havasu Lake Refuge (GM). An Am. 
Egret was seen at Lee’s Ferry, Ariz., June 16 (R. W. 
Dickerman). Two Snowy Egrets were observed at 
Lake Mary, near Flagstaff, Ariz., July 11 (Eleanor 
Pugh). Two Louisiana Herons were discovered at 
the Bosque Refuge, June 7 (T. L. Davis), the second 
record for the State (the first was established last 
year). An adult Little Blue Heron was seen on the 
Bosque Refuge, June 30 and July 30 (R. W. Clapper 
and J. J. Sadosuk) and Aug. 7 and 12 (RF). The 
Least Bittern was noted occasionally on Havasu Lake 
Refuge, the first year it has been seen more than 
rarely since 1947 (GM). A Wood Ibis was seen on 
the Bosque Refuge, Aug. 12 (TLD) and 14 (RF). 

W aterfowl—A pair of Egyptian Geese (Alopochen 
aegyptiacus) that appeared last fall at Palominas, 
southwest of Hereford, Ariz., are now raising young 
at Hereford (Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Thompson, ef al.) ; 
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they probably escaped captivity at Yuma, Ariz. (Allan 
R. Phillips). Also at Palominas, 2 Black-bellied 
Tree-ducks were found on July 21 (Jos. A. Wil- 
cox); and they were also seen at Hereford, July 20 
to 22 (Thompsons, et al.). Southward bound Pintails 
were first noted on Aug. 11, when 15 were seen 
at Marshall Lake, near Flagstaff (EP), and 55 were 
found in the Bill Williams Delta, Ariz., cn the 
Havasu Lake Refuge (GM). A male Blue-winged 
Teal was seen in the Bill Williams Delta, June 19 
(GM). 

Hawks.—A Golden Eagle was present along Havasu 
Lake, July 1 (GM). A Marsh Hawk nest was dis- 
covered at the Bosque Refuge in June (P. Romero), 
and an exceptionally early returning migrant was 
noted at Topock, Aug. 7 (GM). An Osprey was ob- 
served at Coon’s Bluff, on the Salt River east of 
Phoenix, Ariz., near its confluence with the Verde 
River, July 16 (RWD, J. M. Simpson, ASM). Two 
Peregrine Falcons were seen in upper Oak Creek 
Canyon, Ariz., July 24 (Heidi McLernon, EP); and 
2 were flying high over Marshall Lake, Aug. 16 (EP). 

Rails and Gallinules—Clapper Rails were present 
at Headgate Rock Dam, near Parker, at least from 
June 22 to Aug. 2 (GM). A Sora in the Bill Williams 
Delta, Aug. 11, was extremely early (GM). A pair 
of Florida Gallinules with one downy young was 
found near Granite Reef Dam, Ariz., July 16 (RWD. 
JMS, ASM). 

Shorebirds —Two hundred sixty Willets and 164 
Marbled Godwits gathered at Topock, July 30, were 
exceptionally large numbers for this Region (GM). A 
Solitary Sandpiper near Topock, July 8; a Greater 
Yellow-legs at Headgate Rock Dam, June 22; a Lesser 
Yellow-legs at the latter place, June 30; and 2 Baird's 
Sandpipers at Topock, July 8, were all unusually 
early (GM). A Dowitcher was seen at the New River 
ponds, near Peoria, Ariz., June:27 (R. Roy Johnson). 

Terns through Kingfishers.—A Least Tern taken on 
Lower Havasu Lake, June 18, is the first specimen for 
Arizona (GM). A Black Tern was noted at the New 
River ponds, June 27 (RRJ). Three White-winged 
Doves were observed in the Pahranagat Lakes area, 
Lincoln County, Nev., July 16 (Nora Poyser). Two 
Burrowing Owls were found at the New River ponds, 
June 4, and one was seen there, June 27 (RRJ). Eight 
were found in one group in the Big Sandy valley, about 
30 miles south of Hackberry, Ariz., July 30 (Steve 
Gallizioli). A male Allen's Hummingbird (possibly 
Rufous?) was observed at Parker, July 27 (GM). A 
Belted Kingfisher was seen at the New River ponds, 
Aug. 2 (RWD, RRJ, ASM). 

Woodpeckers and Flycatchers.—A Red-headed 
Woodpecker was present on the Bosque Refuge, July 
5 and 6 (RWC). A Tropical Kingbird was seen in a 
part of the Tucson valley, Ariz., where it has not been 
seen before, June 26 (ARP). A Cassin’s Kingbird was 
found in the Bill Williams Delta, June 26, and one 
was present at Parker, July 12 (GM). A Scissor- 
tailed Flycatcher was noted near Hope, Eddy Co.., 
N. Mex., Aug. 5 (R. C. Brummett), and one was 
seen Aug. 6, and taken the following day, near Will- 
cox, Ariz. (SG) for the second Arizona specimen. 
Two Black Phoebes were seen in Elves’ Chasm, below 


Dubendorff Rapids, June 18 (RWD, E. T. Nichols), 
and 3 or 4 were seen at the mouth of Diamond Creek, 
June 21 (RWD); these localities are in the bottom 
of the upper portion of the Grand Canyon, Ariz. An 
Olive-sided Flycatcher lingered in the foothills of the 
Sierra de Oposura, Sonora, Mexico, June 7 (J. T. 
Marshall, Jr., ARP). 

Horned Larks through Starlings—A_ juvenile 
Horned Lark was taken near Pima, Ariz., where it 
does not breed, July 8 (SG). A Clark’s Nutcracker 
was seen over Fort Valley, near Flagstaff, June 10 
(RWD), and the species was noted at Hannagan’s 
Meadow, southwest of Alpine, Ariz., Aug. 7 (HM). 
A flock of about 18 Common Bushtits was observed 
on the New Mexico side of the Rio Grande, about 9 
miles above El Paso, Tex., Aug. 8 (Frances and 
Jennie Camp, Lena McBee). An Am. Dipper was seen 
along Ruidoso Creek at the Forest Service ranger sta- 
tion, Lincoln County, N. Mex., July 17 (RF). A pair 
of Am. Robins nested at Boulder City, Nev. (G. 
Hudlow fide NP). A Townsend’s Solitaire was sing- 
ing (and nesting?) in June at the head of the old 
Hance Trail on the South Rim of the Grand Canyon 
(H. C. Bryant). A flock of about 5 Cedar Waxwings 
was seen at Supai, Ariz., in Havasu Canyon, June 10 
and 11 (Myron Sutton) ; one was seen at Parker, June 
27, and again, July 12 (GM). Phainopeplas were 
noted in an irrigated canyon near Cloudcroft, Lincoln 
Co., N. Mex., July 15 to 20 (LM). The Common 
Starling (number?) was observed in the Pahranagat 
Lakes area, July 16 (NP). 

Vireos and Wood Warblers—Two pairs of Bell's 
Vireos were seen along Whitmore Wash in the Toro- 
weap valley, Grand Canyon Natl. Monument, Ariz., 
June 20 (RWD). A Black and White Warbler was 
observed in Boulder City, June 12 (Richard Burns). 
An early Orange-crowned Warbler was present at 
Parker, Aug. 9, and an early Macgillivray’s Warbler 
was found at Topock, Aug. 7 (GM). A Red-faced 
Warbler was seen near Greer, Ariz., June 7 (Randolph 
Jenks, W. Carl Milhous, ef al.), and its breeding near 
Flagstaff was established when young were seen being 
fed by parents near Mt. Elden, July 21 (EP). A late 
Black-capped Warbler was seen in the Dead Mts., 
Nev. area, June 2 (Burns, Russell K. Grater), and an 
early one was present in El Paso, Aug. 8 (LM). A 
juvenile Painted Redstart was found at Patagonia, 
Ariz., where it is rare, July 10 (RWD, ARP). 

Blackbirds and Tanagers—A first year male Or- 
chard Oriole was seen at Hereford, July 26 (L. L. 
Hargrave, ARP). This is the locality in which it was 
first found in Arizona, last year. A Brewer's Blackbird 
was taken near Phoenix, July 26 (RWD). A Boat- 
tailed Grackle was seen at the New River ponds, June 
4, and 2 there, June 27 (RRJ). A pair of Brown- 
headed Cowbirds was found at Fort Valley, June 10 
to July 1 (RWD); a pair was seen at Lindberg 
Springs, south of Flagstaff, June 11 (GM); 2 were 
seen, June 16, and 1, July 11, at Marshall Lake 
(EP): 2 were observed at Flagstaff, June 17 (EP); 
and 1 was seen at Foxboro Ranch, on the east rim of 
Oak Creek Canyon, July 26 (EP). A female Bronzed 
Cowbird was noted at Parker, June 27, and July 19 
and 27: and a male was taken, and 2 females seen, 
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July 5 (GM). Two male Western Tanagers were ob- 
served at the mouth of Diamond Creek, Grand 
Canyon, June 21 (RWD); and a male was seen at 
Parker, June 27 (GM). The species was almost lack- 
ing in lowland southeastern Arizona (ARP). The 
Hepatic Tanager has increased in numbers at Prescott, 
Ariz. (HM). 

Finches and Sparrows.—A male Rose-breasted Gros- 
beak was taken at Parker, June 27 (GM). A male 
Black-headed Grosbeak was seen at Lee’s Ferry, June 
16 (RWD), and one was observed at Parker, June 17, 
and 2, June 27 (GM). It was scarce in lowland south- 
eastern Arizona (ARP). Singing male Indigo Bunt- 
ings were noted in Oak Creek Canyon throughout the 
period (EP), and a male was seen at Watson Lake, 
north of Prescott, July 28 (HM). A Lazuli Bunting 
was found at Parker, July 5 (GM). Young Pine 
Siskins were noted at Hannagan’s Meadow, Aug. 7 
(HM). Red Crossbills have been present, but un- 
common, at Flagstaff since July 5 (EP). Two Cassin’s 
Sparrows, at least one of them singing, were dis- 
covered on the New Mexico side of the Rio Grande 
above El Paso, June 30, and were noted until at least 
July 4 (Camps, LM). Two Brewer's Sparrows were 
observed feeding bob-tailed young at Socorro, N. 
Mex., Aug. 2 (RF).—GALE MONSON, Havasu Lake 
Natl. Wildlife Refuge, Parker, Ariz. 


NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—June was 
cool and cloudy; the total precipitation of 1.44 in. at 
Seattle was slightly above normal. July was about 
normal, but seemed a little 
on the cool side. Total rain 
of .58 in. was near normal. 
The first part of August was 
about normal. Some observ- 
ers reported nests abandoned, 
eggs infertile, or heavy mor- 
tality of young in the early 
part of the period. 

Cormorants, Herons. — 
Pelagic Cormorants on_is- 
lands off Oak Bay, Victoria, 
B. C., had eggs by the last of 
May; eggs and young of 
varying ages were in nests, 
July 14. Double-crested Cor- 
morants built nests on Viti Rocks, Bellingham Bay, in 
early June; with first eggs, July 28 (R. E. Phillips and 
W. H. Bohl). Great Blue Herons at Comox, Van- 
couver Is., B. C. showed a splendid comeback (Theed 
Pearse). 

Swans, Geese and Ducks.—An immature Trumpeter 
Swan at Comox, Aug. 9, was the first in many years 
in summer. Black Brant were again noted at Comox 
in summer: 55, June 4; 16, July 2; 20, July 5 (Guth- 
rie and Pearse). Black Brant were noted at Port 
Angeles, Wash., July 23 (Mrs. Neil Haig and Vivian 
Thorne). The first Mallard nest, with 7 incubated eggs 
was found on Eliza Is., off Bellingham Bay, May 9: 
a clutch of 14 Blue-winged Teal hatched, June 25 
(REP, WHB). At Comox, a brood of Blue-winged 
Teal was seen, July 26; and a brood of Wood Ducks, 
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July 5, with another, Aug. 9 (TP). A pair of Barrow’s 
Golden-eyes (rare) was seen at Union, Hood Canal, 
Wash., the week of July 19 (Edward Fleisher). 

Eagles and Hawks.—Bald Eagles were incubating 
on Lummi Is., Wash., April 18; downy chicks, May 
16, were fledged in early July. A male Peregrine Fal. 
con at Comox, July 26, and again at Denman Spit, 
SE of Comox, Aug. 8, was very unusual in mid- 
summer. Ospreys seemed to maintain their numbers, 
although all hawks were scarce. A pair of Sparrow 
Hawks had young in the nest at Harrison Mills, B. C,, 
May 22 (Mrs. Lucile H. Kline). 

Quail_—California Quails lost eggs or first young 
in many places around Seattle. They were nesting, 
June 10, and young were seen, July 9 (Mr. and Mrs. 
R. M. Boggs). Two pairs of Bob-white nesting at 
Blaine, July 1, were the first seen for about 6 years 
(LHK). 

Shorebirds, Gulls and Alcids—A nest of Black 
Oyster-catchers was found on a small islet in Oak Bay, 
May 6; parents’ actions indicated young on Trial Is., 
June 11 (C. J. Guiguet). A pair on Viti Rocks, 
Bellingham Bay, had 1 downy chick, July 6. Killdeer 
had a nest and 4 eggs on Eliza Is., April 22; young 
hatched, April 26 (REP, WHB). There were newly 
hatched Killdeer at Victoria, May 18 (A. R. David. 
son), and 1 downy young was seen on Trial Is., June 
11 (CJG). About 200 Glaucous-winged Gulls nested 
on Viti Rocks; most eggs hatched, July 6. Off SE Van- 
couver Is., there were some eggs, June 11, with eggs 
and downy young of various sizes, in numbers, June 
28. Dr. and Mrs. J. M. Speirs identified 3 Ring-billed 
Gulls in adult plumage in a flock of Short-bills at 
Comox. The Ring-bill is always rare at Comox, and 
never before recorded in summer. Pearse saw these 
and 2 immatures, July 1, and 1 immature, Aug. 2 
Marbled Murrelets were numerous off the SE coast of 
Vancouver Is., June 28 (CJG); 1 adult with 1 imma- 
ture was seen, July 30 (ARD). At Bellingham Bay, 
20+ Marbled Murrelets summered, and were seen 
carrying fish. The first juvenile plumages were seen 
about July 16; many on Aug. 13. Two pairs of Tufted 
Puffins had eggs on Viti Rocks, July 28. 

Nighthawks through Woodpeckers. —Common 
Nighthawks were first seen at Seattle, June 3 (MRF). 
A pair began incubating at Eliza Is., June 30; young 
were flying weakly by Aug. 1. Nighthawks arrived at 
Victoria, June 5, but were not so abundant as for- 
merly (ARD). They were also scarce at Comox. Ru- 
fous Hummingbirds had eggs on Eliza Is., April 26. 
Belted Kingfishers had 3 young at Victoria, Aug. 8 
(ARD). Yellow-bellied Sapsucker nests seemed to be 
more plentiful south of Seattle in mid-June (Violet 
E. Cannon). Lewis's Woodpeckers were first seen at 
Bellevue, June 2; the first young appeared, June 30, 
and juvenile-plumaged young were still around, Aug 
17 (Walter Hagenstein). 

Flycatchers, Swallows, Jays—An Eastern Kingbird 
(scarce) was in the Bellingham Bay region, July 5, 
and a Western Kingbird, July 10 and 25. One Eastern 
at Victoria, Aug. 1, was the first ever seen there by 
Davidson. The Eastern Kingbird was recorded from 
two new localities in the Comox area (TP). Western 
Wood Pewees were nesting in Seattle. June 24 (Wm. 
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Goodge). They were nesting at Blaine, July 24 to 
Aug. 10, probably a second brood. Young Western 
Flycatchers were in the nest at Seattle, June 28 (FG), 
and were seen out of nest at Victoria, July 16 
(ARD). Horned Larks were nesting at Blaine, July 1. 
On May 28, Fryer found a nest with eggs at Comox. 
A bird collected about 5 miles away was strigata. The 
invasion of this race in that area is quite noteworthy. 
Violet-green Swallows were building at Seattle, May 
15; young left the nest, July 10; in another area they 
had young in a bird house, May 27. Young Barn 
Swallows at Seattle were being fed out of the nest, 
June 27, July 10, and Aug. 1 (RMB, FG). They were 
nesting at Blaine, June 19 to July 12; at least 1 pair 
was brooding, Aug. 12. Cliff Swallows were building 
at Victoria, May 23 (ARD). The first brood of Cliff 
Swallows was reported at Blaine, June 13; the second 
brood hatched, Aug. 10. Purple Martins did not hold 
their increase of last year at Comox, but were ap- 
parently extending their range northward, as they were 
heard in two places 20 miles north. A fledged Steller’s 
Jay was collected, June 15, near Snoqualmie Pass, 
Wash. (WG). 

Chickadees, Bushtits, Wrens.—Very few Black- 
capped Chickadee nests were seen at Seattle, but large 
flocks were around at the end of the period (VEC). 
They were building in a Seattle box, April 17 (RMB). 
A nest and 5 young were seen north of Seattle, June 
9 (FG). Mrs. Kline had a pair nesting as late as Aug. 
6 at Blaine. Young Chestnut-backed Chickadees were 
seen at Victoria, June 9 (ARD). They had increased 
at Comox. Common Bushtits began building at Seattle, 
Mar. 6; young had left the nest, June 6 (RMB). In 
another place young left the nest, May 10 (FG). Due 
to the supposition that Mr. Phillips was reporting 
only from Eliza Is., bushtits were listed in the June, 
1953 issue of Audubon Field Notes (p. 231) as hav- 
ing invaded that area. Actually the flock reported was 
on Lummi Is., where they have been known for some 
time. This year they were carrying nest material, April 
28. Many nests of House Wrens were seen south of 
Seattle and south of Tacoma (VEC). A pair was feed- 
ing young in the nest on Orcas Is., July 24. Young 
Winter Wrens were flying at Comox, May 14, and 
young were seen at Victoria, June 14. Bewick’s 
Wrens were building at Seattle, May 6; young left 
the nest, June 16. A second nest was begun, July 11; 
this brood left the nest, Aug. 12 (RMB). They were 
nesting at Blaine, April 27 to May 5; one nest with 
3 eggs, June 11, was abandoned. Young Bewick's 
Wrens were flying at Victoria, May 29; a second brood 
was seen, July 20 (ARD). A Long-billed Marsh 
Wren (presumably a male) built two nests at Comox. 
This is a first record (Fryer fide Pearse). 

Thrushes.—Nesting Am. Robins did not seem to be 
so common at Seattle as last year; 3 broods were 
raised by many. North of Seattle, young hatched, May 
18, May 28, and June 2 (FG). They were nesting 
at Blaine, April 29; 2nd brood, June 3; 3rd brood, 
Aug. 10. Young robins were on the wing at Comox, 
May 15. First nests of Olive-backed Thrushes were 
seen on Lummi Is., June 22. Young out of the nest 
were being fed on nearby Vendovi Is., July 6; and 
a nest with 2 eggs was seen on Eliza Is., July 28. At 


Mrs. Kline’s place at Blaine, 16 pairs were nesting, 
most from June 24 to July 8. Young were out of a 
Seattle nest, July 20 (FG). Western Bluebirds were 
nesting the first and second week of June south of 
Seattle, and were noted at several places between there 
and Olympia (highly selective in habitat west of 
mountains). Young were being fed in a nest on a 
logged-off area near Forks, Clallam Co., Wash., July 
21 (NH, VT). 

Waxwings through Tanagers—Cedar Waxwings 
were building at Seattle, June 28 (RMB), and were 
brooding at Blaine, June 21. Young Warbling Vireos 
at Victoria, Aug. 12, must have been a second brood 
(ARD). Solitary and Warbling Vireos were not up 
to average at Comox, but the Red-eyed was becoming 
a common bird in places. The warblers were about 
average there, except Macgillivray’s, which was down 
in numbers. Audubon’s had young on the wing, June 
10. Many Audubon’s Warblers nested in the southern 
Puget Sound area, apparently with success, judging 
from the number of young in each flock. The first 
young were off the nest, June 8; the last were being 
fed at the end of the period. Young Orange-crowned 
Warblers were seen north of Seattle, June 14; Yellow, 
June 15; and Black-throated Gray, June 30. Audubon’s 
Warblers were building in the Bellingham Bay area, 
Mar. 23, and feeding young out of the nest, May 29. 
Young Orange-crowned and Yellow Warblers were 
seen at Victoria, June 16; young Black-capped were 
flying, July 6; and young Townsend's were seen, July 
20 (ARD). Hermit Warblers were feeding young near 
Tacoma, June 17 (VEC). Western Meadowlarks were 
nesting at Blaine, July 3; Brewer's Blackbirds, May 
12. Young Brewer's and Red-winged Blackbirds were 
on the wing at Comox, May 31, where Western 
Tanagers were still scarce. Tanagers were feeding 
young off the nest south of Tacoma, June 17 (VEC). 

Finches.—Five Black-headed Grosbeaks (uncommon 
at Victoria) were in full song, June 15, and nested 
in one small area (ARD). None had been seen at 
Comox since the migration in May. Lazuli Buntings 
(uncommon west of Cascade Mountains) were nest- 
ing in foothills near Buckley, Pierce Co., Wash., in 
mid-June (VEC). A male on Eliza Is., July 23, was 
Phillip’s only record. Purple Finches at Seattle 
brought off young by July 4. Young were seen at 
Victoria on June 16. A flock of House Finches was 
seen in west Seattle, April 22; 2 pairs remained and 
were feeding young, June 18. This is the first definite 
breeding observation for the Seattle area (Mrs. Bertha 
Schuler). They nested at Sumner, Pierce Co., Wash., 
for the second year; 2 pairs were feeding young, June 
18 (VEC). Pine Siskins were gathering nesting ma- 
terial at Blaine, April 30, but no nests were found 
Am. Goldfinches had young off the nest at Seattle, 
July 22 (FG). They were not so plentiful at Comox 
as a few years ago, but were extending their range 
from the coastal area. A small flock of Red Crossbills 
(8-10) were making the alarm note said to be used in 
vicinity of the nest on a small island off Oak Bay, 
July 14 (CJG); 10 on July 20 were the first Davidson 
had positively identified at Victoria for a year or more. 
They were quite numerous at Comox, after an absence 
of some years. 
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Sparrous.—Spotted Towhees were feeding young at 
Seattle, June 1 and 14, although not many young 
were seen until the second nesting in July. A nest 
with 3 eggs was found in the Bellingham Bay area, 
Aug. 12. The first nest of Savannah Sparrows was 
seen in that region, May 23, with 3 slightly incubated 
eggs; the first young were seen, May 25, and the last 
July 15. Two nests of 3 eggs were deserted, and several 
young disappeared from others. At Blaine, they were 
nesting from May 23 to 30, with a second brood, July 
3. Young Savannah Sparrows were out of the nest 
north of Seattle, June 15. The race brooksi (2 pair) 
was feeding young at Victoria, June 6. Vesper Spar- 
rows were plentiful and nesting on prairies south of 
Tacoma, June 14. Young Oregon Juncos were flying 
at Victoria, May 29. They were out of the nest at 
Seattle at various times from May 29 to Aug. 5. A 
nest in the Bellingham Bay area had 3 naked young, 
Aug. 13. The first young Chipping Sparrows were 
seen at Seattle, June 6. They were nesting at Blaine, 
June 10. The first nest of White-crowned Sparrows in 
the Bellingham Bay region (4 eggs) was seen, May 
13. There were many infertile eggs, and young dead in 
the nest, among the 20 or so nests Phillips checked. 
The last eggs hatched, July 26. At Blaine, Mrs. Kline 
had 12 pairs under observation, nesting May 27 to 
June 2. A second brood flew, July 5. A female Fox 
Sparrow with brood patch was collected at Stampede 
Pass, Wash., June 15 (WG).—MArTHA R. FLAHAUT, 
Washington State Museum, University of Washington, 
Seattle. 


MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The sub- 
normal temperatures of the Spring Season continued 
into June with rainfall considerably above normal 
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Grebes through Ibises—At Jenner on July 27 Joseph 
Kittredge counted 20 Western Grebes, and W. B. 
Minturn saw 10 near Santa Cruz on Aug. 3. Barbara 
O'Neill found many with half-grown young on Topaz 
Lake, Mono Co., Aug. 5. On July 17 Charles and 
Viola Anderson sighted thousands of Sooty Shear- 














waters off Pacific Grove and there were about 500 off 
Jenner, July 27 (JK). Mrs. Junea W. Kelly found the 
numbers of White Pelicans low at Dumbarton Bridge 

where she saw about 50 on July 15. At Pt. Lobos, 

Brandt's Cormorants established nests in a new area 

in July, more than a month later than at the usual 

Bird Island site; and there was a late nest of Pelagic 

Cormorants with 3 downy young there on Aug. 14 

(Ken Legg). A vagrant Snowy Egret visited Yose- 

mite Valley, June 10 and 11 (Walter J. Fitzpatrick). 

The Andersons found a White-faced Ibis at Moss 

Landing, June 20 and 23. 

Geese and Ducks.—About 30 pairs of Canada Geese 
nested in upper Truckee Meadow, Lake Tahoe, be- 
tween June 19 and Aug. 14 (A. J. Argante, W. K. 
Kirsher) and on Aug. 14 there were about 50 of these 
geese on the Bridgeport Reservoir (AJA). On July 9 
there was a Mallard nest with 7 eggs and 1 just. 
hatched young in the salt ponds near Alviso (Etta 
Smith) and late nesting in Golden Gate Park, San 
Francisco, was indicated by few-days-old young seen, 
Aug. 16 (Joel T. Hedgpeth). The Old-squaw (prob- 
ably decrepit) seen at Moss Landing near the end of 
the spring season was seen there on almost every visit 
to the area during June and July (CA, VA). The 
usual number of individual scoters was seen along the 
coast during the summer but the 40 Surf Scoters seen 
by Kittredge at Jenner, July 27, is worthy of note. 
Hedgpeth found 5 young Ruddy Ducks a few days 
old in Golden Gate Park, Aug. 29. 

Vultures, Condors, Hawks.—At Pinnacles National 
Monument, San Benito Co., A. C. Reneau, Jr., watched 
Turkey Vultures incubating an infertile egg until 
after July 1. A California Condor was observed 19 
miles east of Clovis on 5 days from June 28 to July 
18 (Mrs. Marjory Vance). One White-tailed Kite was 
seen at Moss Landing, June 17 (CA, VA); 1 near 
Vacaville and 1 on the Sacramento By-pass, June 24 
and 1 near Kenwood, Sonoma Co., July 29 (R. H. 
Pray). Minturn saw 2 near the mouth of the Pajaro 
River, Aug. 12. There were 2 Prairie Falcon’s nests 
and 1 Peregrine Falcon’s nest at Pinnacles National 
Monument this summer (ACR). 

Pheasants, Quail, Rails —John Cowan reported that 
the pheasant hatch at Gray Lodge Refuge, Gridley, 
was 20 per cent better than in any of the past 3 years. 
Fitzpatrick watched Mountain Quail at Siesta Lake, 
Yosemite (8100 ft.), June 13; and in the Coast Range 
Mrs. R. Coy found adults with young about 8 miles 
east of Westport on Aug. 1. On the Alviso salt 
marshes Etta Smith saw 2 adult Clapper Rails and 1 
black young on July 9. 

Shorebirds —Black Oyster-catchers hatched 2 young 
at Pt. Lobos on June 23 after 29 days incubation (KL). 
Etta Smith counted 10 Black-bellied Plover at Alviso, 
June 21 and 12 on July 26. The earliest Ringed Plover 
reported were 2 at Moss Landing, July 1 (CA, VA) 
with an increase to 10 on July 18 (WBM). Etta 
Smith counted 57 at Alviso, July 21, and at Bay Farm 
Island, Alameda, Mrs. Kelly found 24 on July 24. 
Lesser Yellow-legs were seen at Bay Farm Island from 
July 24 (3) to Aug. 23 (6) by Mrs. Kelly and 
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others. At Alviso, Etta Smith saw 2 Greater Yellow- 
legs, July 10, and 7 on July 26, with others reported 
at Moss Landing and Alameda during late July and 
August. Western Willets numbered 14 at Tomales Bay 
on June 17 (JK) and the beginning of fall movement 
was indicated by the count of about 75 on July 9 and 
about 225 on July 10 at Alviso (Etta Smith). The 
Andersons saw 2 Wandering Tattlers at Pacific Grove 
on July 17 and 18. Legg saw 3 on July 22; 2 on July 
30 and 2 on Aug. 8 at Point Lobos; and at Santa Cruz 
there was one on July 20; 2 on Aug. 3, and 1 on Aug. 
11 (WBM). On June 11 there were 2 Ruddy Turn- 
stones at Moss Landing fCA. VA). Red Knots were 
first seen there, July 4, by S. S. Whitehead, and Min- 
turn counted 5 on July 18 and 13, Aug. 19. The 
Andersons saw 6 there on July 24. There were 2 
Baird's Sandpipers in the same area on July 16 and 6 
on July 26 (CA, VA). Fred C. Evenden, Jr., saw 4 
Am. Avocets in Upper Truckee Meadow, Lake Tahoe 
(6200 ft.) on May 30. Etta Smith reported a nest 
with 4 eggs at Alviso, May 24 and another nest with 
4 eggs that hatched on June 28. By Aug. 7 there 
were about 200 at Dumbarton Bridge (JWK). The 
usual late summer gathering of Wilson’s Phalaropes 
on Mono Lake was observed by Barbara O'Neill and 
Edwin R. Pickett on Aug. 5 when they reported 
thousands. Willy Argante found newly-hatched young 
at Lake Tahoe on July 18. Northern Phalaropes in- 
creased from 4 on July 18 to about 150 on Aug. 19 
at Moss Landing (WBM) and from about 150 on 
July 21 to at least 5000 on July 26 at Alviso (Etta 
Smith). At Mono Lake Pickett estimated that about 
10 per cent of the phalaropes present were this species 
on Aug. 5. The first Red Phalarope was seen at Santa 
Cruz, July 30, with from 2 to 5 birds along the adja- 
cent coast on 4 days to Aug. 19 (WBM). 

Jaegers, Gulls, and Terns.—Off Santa Cruz Min- 
turn saw 2 Parasitic Jaegers on Aug. 4. At Moss Land- 
ing the same observer saw 5 Herring Gulls on July 
18 and 10 on August 19. There were 7 Bonaparte’s 
Gulls at Moss Landing, June 11 (CA, VA) and 6 on 
Aug. 19 (WBM). At Berkeley there were 15 on Aug. 
9 (JK). The Andersons counted 35 Least Terns on 
June 21 at Moss Landing where they found a nest 
with 2 eggs and 1 large non-flying young nearby on 
July 1. Mrs. Kelly saw a few at Bay Farm Island, 
July 24, and 2 on Aug. 23. Minturn saw 30 at the 
Pajaro River mouth, Aug. 3, and 23 at Moss Landing, 
Aug. 19. In the vicinity of Santa Cruz the same ob- 
server counted 27 Pigeon Guillemots with some young 
in and out of nests, Aug. 11. At Point Lobos Legg 
reported all but a few late nesters had departed by 
Aug. 14. 

Doves, Cuckoos, Owls.—Observers at Sacramento 
were agreed that Mourning Doves were much more 
numerous than usual in that vicinity; and at Gray 
Lodge Refuge, Gridley, where John Cowan has 
studied the nesting of Mourning Doves, he found 
active nests in July, the peak nesting month, 70 per 
cent higher than in 1952. Active nests in July 1953 
were 58; 1952, 34; 1951, 32; 1950, 27; 1949, 29. 
For the first time in the experience of the present ob- 
servers Yellow-billed Cuckoos were present on the 


Sacramento By-pass from June 27 to July 27 (WKK). 
On June 12, Fitzpatrick and Roger Tory Peterson saw 
a Pygmy Owl in Badger Pass, Yosemite (7800 ft). 
Great Gray Owls were seen regularly at Crane Flat 
and Peregoy Meadow but no nests were found this 
year. 

Goatsuckers, Swifts and Hummingbirds.—Reneau 
found Poor-wills common at Pinnacles National Munu- 
ment. White-throated Swifts were feeding noisy young 
under roof tiles on the Water Temple near Sunol on 
June 6 (Emily Smith). Two adults were carrying food 
to a crevice in the cliff at Point Lobos, June 21 (KL), 
and they were abundant at the Pinnacles during June 
and July (ACR). The same observer found Anna's 
Hummingbirds common there and located a nest with 
young on July 9. Hedgpeth found 37 nests of Allen's 
Hummingbirds in Golden Gate Park and was able to 
observe 24 of them adequately. The earliest that young 
were out of the nest was April 9, and the latest, July 5. 

Flycatchers, Nuthatches—Emily Smith watched 
fledgling Ash-throated Flycatchers being fed, Aug. 9, 
near Los Gatos. Well outside of its known range, Mrs. 
Coy saw a Say’s Phoebe near Westport on June 25, 
and the high count for the summer 19 miles east of 
Clovis was 9 or 10 on June 15 (MV). Wright's Fly- 
catchers were seen commonly in Yosemite Valley dur- 
ing early June (WJF). O'Neill and Pickett found a 
nest of Western Wood Pewees with small young at 
Whitehall, El Dorado Co., Aug. 16. Nesting records 
of Red-breasted Nuthatches are rare for the Coast 
Range south of Mendocino County so it is interesting 
that this year there should be two. The first was in San 
Francisco and was reported in the Spring Season re- 
port. The second was observed by Emily Smith at 
Castle Rock in the Santa Cruz Mountains where she 
saw a pair feeding nestlings on June 14, and fledglings 
near the nest site on July 4 and 5. Young Pygmy Nut- 
hatches were fed out of the nest at Castle Rock on 
July 15 (Emily Smith) and young were fed in the nest 
near Shaver Lake, Fresno Co., Aug. 5 (RHP). 

Thrushes, Kinglets, Phainopeplas.—Townsend’s 
Solitaires continued numerous through the summer 
at Whitehall (3800 ft.) where an adult was flushed 
from a nest with 4 eggs, June 14 (WKK, ERP). At 
Castle Rock Emily Smith watched a female Golden- 
crowned Kinglet building on June 8, 10, and 14 with 
the male singing nearby. They were heard in the vi- 
cinity until July 14. Two were heard singing in the 
Butano Forest area by the same observer on June 21. 
The Andersons saw 3 male Phainopeplas west of 
Greenfield, Monterey Co., June 6. 

Warblers through Sparrows.—Black and White 
Warblers have been recorded in California during 
spring and fall migration in many years and less often 
during winter months. This year Emily Smith saw one 
in Black Oaks at Castle Rock in the Santa Cruz 
Mountains on June 23 and again on July 4. The first 
Townsend's Warbler of the fall was seen in Berkeley, 
Aug. 13 (JK). There was a singing male Macgilli- 
vray's Warbler at Castle Rock, June 14 and July 5, 
and 3 others in the vicinity on June 10 and 16 (Emily 
Smith). In Oakland, Donald Brock reported Hooded 
Orioles feeding the third nest of young on Aug. 18. 
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The further up-mountain spread of breeding Brown- 
headed Cowbirds is indicated by several seen at Pere- 
goy Meadow (7100 ft.) on June 12 (WJF). Herbert 
Wong found a pair of Blue Grosbeaks on the Cala- 
veras River north of Stockton, June 28. Lazuli Bunt- 
ings were present in numbers on the Sacramento By- 
pass, June 27 (WKK). Red Crossbills were much in 


evidence at Peregoy Meadow and Crane Flat, at 
lower elevations than are usually frequented in sum. 
mer (WJF). Bell’s Sparrows were noted occasionally 
at Pinnacles National Monument during the summer 
(ACR) .—RussELL H. Pray, 662 Santa Rosa Ave.. 
Berkeley 7, Calif. 








Cooperative Study of Spring Migration 


It is not too late to send in your 1953 spring arrival dates for 
the species listed on the back cover of the June issue. Over 6,500 
reports have already been received and recorded on punch cards. 
These are already being used for several different migration 
studies, but additional records from all parts of the United States 
and Canada would be very much appreciated. Please send them to 
the Editor at Patuxent Research Refuge, Laurel, Md. 





CORRIGENDA 


Please make the following corrections in the 53rd 
Christmas Bird Count issue (Vol. 7, No. 2, Apr. 
1953). 

P. 177, Orcas Island, Wash. Change Brown Towhee 
to Spotted Towhee. 

Pp. 193-195, Summary of highest counts. Change 
these species to read as follows: Am. Bittern, 23 (Fia., 
Monroe); Sharp-shinned Hawk, 11 (Calif., Los 
Angeles); White-eyed Vireo, 40 (Fla., Monroe) ; 
Solitary Vireo, 13 (Fla., Coot Bay and Monroe) ; 
Black and White Warbler, 14 (Fla., Coot Bay and 
Monroe) ; Orange-crowned Warbler, 29 (Fia., Mon- 
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roe); Yellow-throated Warbler, 6 (Fila., Tallahassee 
and Monroe); Prairie Warbler, 11 (Fia., Coot Bay 
and Monroe); Oven-bird, 5 (Fila., Monroe); North- 
ern Water-thrush [not listed], 4 (Fla., Monroe); 
Common Yellowthroat, 211 (Fila., Monroe); Indigo 
Bunting [not listed], 2 (Fla., Miami); Painted 
Bunting, 44 (Fla., Miami). 

We wish to apologize to Monroe, Fla., for over- 
looking one page of their report when the list of 
high counts was prepared. Monroe actually had maxi- 
mum counts (or ties) for 20 species, putting it in 
fourth place. 
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CHRISTMAS COUNT TOTALS 


From North America 1949-1952 


by Frank A. Scott 


The purpose of this study was fundamentally the 
same as that of the Christmas Count. The aim was to 
discover the number of birds of different species found 
in the United States and Canada by those participat- 
ing in the Counts, and to present the totals for these 
four years with the hope that this information would 
prove useful to students of bird populations, and be 
of general interest to all Christmas Count participants. 

Birds recorded below the Mexican border and those 
from Hawaii were eliminated, although included in 
some of the annual reports. All other birds, however 
doubtfully recorded, have been included. 

The study does indicate with some degree of ac- 
curacy the relative abundance of certain species. For 


gregarious birds, however, it is difficult to draw con- 
clusions as to either their relative abundance or their 
increase or decrease over a short period of years. 
Weather conditions, also, have a determining effect. 
And such unusual reports as 4000 Savannah Sparrows 
from Sacramento, California, on one year’s report pro- 
vide an example of the unexpected variability that is 
encountered. The annual increase in the number of 
reports and observers is not so clearly reflected in the 
returns as one would expect. If this tabulation proves 
to be of sufficient interest to readers of Audubon 
Field Notes, totals for other years will be published 
later. 








1949 1950 1951 1952 1949 1950 1951 1952 

Common Loon 767 646 775 837 Ross’s Goose 26 1 12 
Arctic Loon 46 «KS 51 46 Black-bellied Tree- ion 23 0 0 0 
Red-throated Loon 688 337 409 296 Fulvous Tree-duck 0 0 7 
Red-necked Grebe 32 145 205 130 Mallard 753, 127 581,269 206,949 764,441 
Horned Grebe 1,260 1,297 3,419 3,333 Mexican Duck 0 0 3 
Eared Grebe 932 1,051 717 351 Black Duck 140,227 102,612 74,590 102,155 
Least Grebe 42 31 1 11 Mottled Duck 84 129 129 364 
Western Grebe 1,319 1,888 2,134 2,754 Gadwall 10,027 3,115 6,210 21,517 
Pied-billed Grebe 1,851 1,272 1,450 2,270 | European Widgeon 12 9 10 25 
Sooty Shearwater 1,501 0 0 0 American 
Fulmar 1 0 1 Widgeon 307,371 87,377 90,314 152,639 
White Pelican 1,012 1,783 2,064 3,662 Pintail 337,411 150,423 334,172 979,069 
Brown Pelican 4,841 3,894 3,436 2,895 European Teal 1 1 0 
Gannet 583 122 306 145 reen-winged 
European Cormorant 941 1,346 681 870 ea 18,824 33,055 11,405 34,556 
Double-crested Blue-winged Teal 1,042 Te 2,856 627 

Cormorant 8,522 8,183 8,884 9,927 Cinnamon Teal 32 37 310 176 
Olivaceous Shoveller 16,300 4,340 7,005 50,725 

Cormorant 506 733 239 133 Wood Duck a2. 604 216 82 
Brandt’s Cormorant 160 468 301 648 Redhead 59,7 12,987 57,953 72,040 
Pelagic Cormorant 289 138 32 384 Ring-necked Duck ae 369 15,815 3,506 23,949 
Anhinga 256 336 113 192 Canvas-back 27,813 34,473 124,884 
Frigate-bird 12 7 11 10 Greater Scaup 3S" 493 70,929 105,675 111,208 
Great White Heron 2 11 173 102 Lesser Scau 13,477 23,601 23,785 67,436 
Wurdemann’s Heron 0 0 6 American Golden- 
Great Blue Heron 1,686 2,109 2,627 2,535 eye 29,744 28,562 27,950 31,970 
American Egret 2,296 2,862 3,309 6,890 Barrow’s Golden-eye 14 18 8 10 
Snowy Egret 1,200 3,145 1,568 2,296 Buffle-head 5,808 3,298 6,536 6,348 
Reddish Egret 81 85 119 42. | Old-squaw 12,813 7,784 29,765 3,810 
Louisiana Heron 1,053 1,66 1,579 2,004 Harlequin Duck 15 4 14 33 
Little Blue Heron 1,198 1,191 1,883 6,270 Common Eider 338,804 4,834 500,970 150,821 
Green Heron 73 141 106 154 King Eider 14 2 3 
Black-cr. Night White-winged 

Heron 1,311 1,282 1.633 2.524 Scoter 27,403 7,277 23,841 34,191 
Yellow-cr. Night Surf Scoter 4,259 13,331 18,696 3,788 

Heron 32 138 76 40 American Scoter 2,957 366 1,464 5,651 
American Bittern 40 71 64 88 Ruddy Duck 12,920 17,710 35,112 29,106 
Least Bittern 2 2 0 4 Hooded Merganser 1,857 759 684 1,320 
Wood Ibis 385 563 475 539 American 
Glossy Ibis 0 3 5 19 Merganser 27,095 18,790 60,183 29,632 
White-faced Ibis 224 144 81 200 Red-breasted 
White Ibis 2,767 4,329 3,341 25,682 Merganser 7,383 8,918 10,395 10,601 
Roseate Spoonbill 0 40 89 282 Turkey Vulture 3,924 4,444 4,643 5,397 
Mute Swan 374 101 179 214 Black Vulture 1,739 2,408 1,838 2,248 
Whistling Swan 12,103 3,880 10,754 11,760 White-tailed Kite 16 17 45 42 
Trumpeter Swan 17 0 0 Everglade Kite A 1 0 0 
Canada Goose 349,512 84,909 113,842 148,495 Goshawk 21 19 12 
American Brant 29,506 50,386 31,011 8,29 Sharp-shinned Hawk 259 251 251 253 
Black Brant 1,562 1,623 14,100 492 Cooper’s Hawk 344 388 360 
Barnacle Goose 0 1 0 0 Red-tailed Hawk 1 330 1,450 1,724 2,093 
Emperor Goose 2 0 0 0 Harlan’s Hawk 11 43 17 17 
White-fronted Red-shouldered Hawk 495 643 656 815 

Goose 80,272 LAS? 8,408 19,811 Broad-winged Hawk 14 6 12 52 
Snow Goose 300,349 58,858 43,852 129,976 Swainson’s Hawk 9 5 9 11 
Blue Goose 15,264 20,290 32,894 4,86 White-tailed Hawk 8 7 7 17 
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1949 1950 951 1952 1949 1950 1951 1952 
Texas Kingfisher 4 0 0 0 Chestnut-backed 
Green Kingfisher 16 25 6 2 Chickadee 306 419 163 344 
Yellow-shafted Tufted Titmouse 8,129 8,331 8,283 8,972 
licker 3,423 3,913 4,356 5,422 Black-crested 
Red-shafted Titmouse 199 205 69 72 
Flicker i — 1,848 2,279 2,344 Plain Titmouse 148 316 296 403 
Gilded Flicker 38 22 18 Bridled Titmouse 14 43 2 11 
Pileated Woodpecker 358 359 376 507 Verdin 104 118 111 84 
Red-bellied Common Bushtit 1,423 2,479 3,270 2,937 
Woodpecker 1,700 2,243 2,384 2,911 W hite-breasted 
Golden-fronted Nuthatch 4,123 4,225 6,066 5.374 
Woodpecker 220 100 53 112 Red-breasted 
Gila Woodpecker 186 240 140 7 Nuthatch 897 271 1,226 571 
Red-headed Brown-headed 
Woodpecker 1,543 508 1,240 1.221 Nuthatch 126 248 428 582 
Acorn Woodpecker 328 146 394 432 Pygmy Nuthatch 348 564 302 672 
Lewis’s Woodpecker 25 56 38 128 Brown Creeper 1,700 2,005 2,101 2.837 
Yellow-bellied Wren-tit 489 372 129 662 
Sapsucker 391 i64 163 561 American Dipper 38 23 35 113 
Williamson’s Sapsucker 6 3 3 1 House Wren 516 522 543 624 
Hairy Woodpecker 1,436 1,749 2,001 1,324 Winter Wren 487 764 546 794 
Downy Bewick’s Wren 280 431 307 417 
Woodpecker 4,140 6,906 8,206 8,942 Carolina Wren 3,417 3,502 3,368 3,804 
Ladder-backed Cactus Wren 103 141 $7 60 
Woodpecker 220 150 84 148 Long-billed Marsh 
Texas Woodpecker 2 0 0 0 Wren 265 397 334 136 
Nurtall’s Short-billed Marsh 
Woodpecker 16 54 i6 69 Wren 127 75 330 172 
Arizona Canon Wren 28 59 i4 50 
Woodpecker 2 i i 2 Rock Wren 63 98 42 34 
Red-cockaded Mockingbird 4,044 1,775 3,752 5,147 
Woodpecker 42 46 54 35 Catbird 244 187 294 860 
W hite-headed Brown Thrasher 514 643 iSO 744 
Woodpecker 6 2 10 8 Sennett’s Thrasher 35 51 23 37 
Arctic Bendire’s Thrasher 8 21 Pj 12 
Woodpecker 0 2 2 0 Curve-billed 
Three-toed Thrasher 193 216 105 82 
Woodpecker 0 0 0 1 California Thrasher 117 196 137 283 
Eastern Kingbird l l 0 0 Crissal Thrasher 53 25 25 27 
Tropical Kingbird 27 ] 7 l Sage Thrasher 20 33 17 12 
Western Kingbird 7 3 5) 10 American Robin 35,035 24,179 29,719 75,922 
Cassin’s Kingbird 3 14 0 21 Varied Thrush 162 233 325 869 
Derby Flycatcher 98 140 5 44 Wood Thrush 1 0 3 4 
Crested Flycatcher 15 41 69 69 Hermit Thrush 620 1,092 04 1,224 
Ash-throated Olive-backed 
Flycatcher 11 0 j 7 Thrush j 2 { l 
Eastern Phoebe 1,095 757 27 1,085 Gray-cheeked 
Black Phoebe 366 391 i 534 hrush 1 1 0 0 
Say’s Phoebe 146 140 142 232 Veery F 0 0 0 
Gray Flycatcher 1 ¥ 1 0 Eastern Bluebird 6,372 5,216 1,820 5,941 
Western Flycatcher 1 3 2 0 Western Bluebird 1,034 1,349 1,221 933 
Coues’s Flycatcher 0 1 0 0 Mountain Bluebird 163 1,214 658 159 
Eastern Wood Pewee 3 3 0 1 Townsend's Solitaire 54 439 187 198 
Olive-sided Flycatcher 0 0 0 1 Blue-gray 
Vermilion Flycatcher 118 161 33 33 Gnatcatcher 570 1,071 645 1,111 
Beardless Flycatcher 1 10 1 1 Black-tailed 
Horned Lark 9,536 11,016 16,265 15,674 Gnatcatcher 39 26 14 29 
Violet-green Golden-crowned 
Swallow 3 203 0 1.385 Kinglet 3,058 1,116 5,245 5.876 
Tree Swallow 2,724 4,734 4,883 12,754 Ruby-crowned 
Rough-winged Kinglet 2,147 511 1,969 3,640 
Swallow 12 110 51 18 Water Pipit 6,06 6,210 7,704 9,414 
Barn Swallow 0 0 l 0 Sprague’s Pipit 10 18 is {7 
Cliff Swallow 0 0 1 0 Bohemian 
Gray Jay 13 2 31 51 Waxwing 2,646 334 1,563 1,005 
Blue Jay 7,379 11,870 16,343 16,158 Cedar Waxwing 5,222 7,431 7,908 9,129 
Steller’s Jay 278 696 887 890 Phainopepla 75 92 118 121 
Scrub Jay 747 971 1,262 1,489 Gray Shrike 123 126 i0 71 
Arizona Jay 66 118 116 154 Loggerhead 
Green Jay 159 68 12 69 Shrike 1,603 1,865 2,207 2,216 
American Magpie 1,717 1,602 1,891 3,041 Common 
Yellow-billed Starling 480,533 163,434 532.277 1,393,665 
Magpie 59 225 724 840 White-eyed Vireo 86 82 83 85 
Common Raven 251 423 239 209 Hurton’s Vireo 10 66 78 57 
White-necked Bell's Vireo 0 | 0 0 
Raven i08 295 1,020 480 Gray Vireo 1 1 0 0 
American Crow 107,441 138,249 111,363 131,982 Yellow-throated Vireo 0 5 2 0 
Northwestern Crow 0 0 223 1,914 Solitary Vireo 85 97 62 75 
Fish Crow 2,832 2,929 2,210 FD Red-eyed Vireo 2 0 0 1 
Pinon Jay 22 179 973 173 Warbling Vireo 0 l ] 0 
Clark’s Nutcracker 70 iS 79 54 Black and White 
Black-capped Warbler 65 69 59 16 
Chickadee 21,202 15,257 25,059 23,897 W orm-eating 
Carolina Warbler 0 0 0 2 
Chickadee 7,140 7,700 7,744 12,794 Blue-winged Warbler 0 0 0 1 
Mountain Orange-crowned 
Chickadee 205 855 369 805 Warbler 202 389 176 262 
Brown-capped Nashville Warbler 11 26 1 9 
Chickadee 13 61 8 Parula Warbler 5 7 
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Sennett’'s Warbler 
Olive Warbler 


Magnolia Warbler 1 
Cape May Warbler 
Black-throated Blue 

Warbler 0 
Myrtle Warbler 26,633 
Audubon’s Warbler 4,015 
Black-throated 

Gray Warbler 1 
Townsend’s Warbler 17 
Black-throated 


1 
0 
Yellow Warbler 1 
3 
1 


Green Warbler 9 
Yellow-throated 

Warbler 48 
Pine Warbler 653 
Prairie Warbler 21 
Palm Warbler 1,687 
Oven-bird 6 
Northern 

Water-thrush 4 
Louisiana 

Water-thrush 0 
Kentucky Warbler 1 
Macgillivray’s 

Warbler 0 
Common 

Yellowthroat 685 
Yellow-breasted Chat 2 
Hooded Warbler 1 
Black-capped 

Warbler 4 
Canada Warbler 0 
American Redstart 0 
House Sparrow 97,749 
European 

Tree Sparrow 462 
Bobolink 30 
Eastern 

Meadowlark 9,110 
Western 

Meadowlark 3,976 
Yellow-headed 

Blackbird 2,208 
Red-winged 

Blackbird 1,399,469 
Tricolored 

Blackbird 621 
Orchard Oriole 1 


Audubon’s Oriole ¢ 


Hooded Oriole 
Baltimore Oriole 
Bullock's Oriole 0 
Rusty Blackbird 3,398 
Brewer's 


N 


NRO 


Blackbird 43,835 
Boat-tailed 
Grackle 5.499 


Purple Grackle 131,694 
Brown-headed 


Cowbird 46,237 
Bronzed Cowbird 23 
Summer Tanager 2 
Western Tanager 1 
Cardinal 13/327 
Pyrrhuloxia 164 
Rose-breasted 

Grosbeak 0 
Black-headed 

Grosbeak 1 
Indigo Bunting 0 
Painted Bunting 36 
Dickcissel 5 
Evening Grosbeak 1,106 
Purple Finch 2,920 
Cassin’s Finch iS 
House Finch 9,786 
Sharpe's 

Seedeater 117 
Pine Grosbeak 274 
Gray-crowned 

Rosy Finch 77 


Black Rosy Finch 17 
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1949 1951 1952 

Hoary Redpoll 0 0 3 
Common Redpoll 792 1,389 8,213 
Pine Siskin 3,806 3,798 11,527 
American 

Goldfinch 17,886 ,183 26,434 
Lesser Goldfinch 950 ,859 2,683 
Lawrence's Goldfinch 2 97 41 
Red Crossbill 90 135 282 
White-winged 

Crossbill 153 25 117 
Texas Sparrow 82 25 3] 
Green-tailed Towhee 28 14 57 
Eastern Towhee 3,007 225 3,821 
Spotted Towhee 591 384 1,435 
Brown Towhee 935 ,818 2,026 
Abert’s Towhee 75 83 82 
Lark Bunting 1,495 254 3,561 
Ipswich Sparrow 38 28 26 
Savannah Sparrow 3,239 9,736 8,844 
Grasshopper Sparrow 21 36 106 
Baird's Sparrow 8 7 10 
Leconte’s Sparrow 14 36 11 
Henslow’s Sparrow 18 3 
Sharp-tailed 

Sparrow 73 158 195 
Seaside Sparrow 60 147 124 
Dusky Sparrow 0 6 0 
Vesper Sparrow 618 594 1,144 
Lark Sparrow 1,338 1,160 947 
Rutous-winged 

Sparrow 1 0 1 
Rufous-crowned 

Sparrow 28 59 46 
Pine-woods Sparrow 17 7 16 
Cassin’s Sparrow 8 0 13 
Black-throated 

Sparrow 231 51 139 
Desert Sparrow 47 30 
Sage Sparrow 16 6 32 
White-winged 

Junco 9 23 117 
Slate-colored 

Junco 31,030 39,329 177 
Oregon Junco 5,526 11,957 12,906 
Gray-headed Junco 527 507 433 
Arizona Junco 62 6 0 
American 

Tree Sparrow 32,623 ,103 62,672 
Chipping Sparrow 2,412 ,398 2,126 
Clay-colored 

Sparrow 48 0 60 
Brewer's Sparrow 159 174 1,239 
Field Sparrow 2,637 7 .783 6,468 
Black-chinned 

Sparrow 8 11 0 
Harris’s Sparrow’ 1,251 355 3,245 
White-crowned 

Sparrow T2357 594 18,423 
Golden-crowned 

Sparrow 843 758 2,047 
White-throated 

Sparrow 18,860 704 32,406 
Fox Sparrow 768 887 2,070 
Lincoln's Sparrow 302 253 170 
Swamp Sparrow 999 890 4,798 
Song Sparrow 13,262 307 20,835 
McCown’s Longspur 0 0 275 
Lapland Longspur 580 2,032 1,790 
Smith’s Longspur 0 15 159 
Chestnut-collared 

Longspur 100 56 3 
Snow Bunting 8,657 7,499 3,383 
Total birds 

Identified 6,273,759 7,427,569 11,972,606 
Unidentified 

birds 2,017,580 79,340 185,406 





Grand totals 8,291,339 


Others during 
the week 821,365 


7,506,909 


10,426 


12,158,012 


12.481 
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Shortage of space during the past year has delayed 
our calling to your attention several changes in our 
editorial staff. Mr. Gorman M. Bond, of the U. S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, has for the past year served 
as associate editor in charge of breeding-bird popu- 
lation studies. He replaces Mr. Robert E. Stewart, also 
of the Fish and Wildlife Service, who had served in 
that capacity for the previous five years. Mr. Bond 
has recently transferred to the U. S. National Museum, 
and is currently preparing the December 1953 issue 
of Audubon Field Notes. 

The current issue carries the third Florida Region 
report of Dr. Henry M. Stevenson, who replaces 
Mr. Charles M. Brookfield and Mr. Henry P. Ben- 
nett. Mr. Brookfield had been the Regional Editor 
for the Florida Region ever since it was first estab- 
lished in its present form in 1949. Dr. Stevenson, 
who is well known among ornithologists for his bird 


NEW REGIONAL EDITORS 





migration research and his intensive field work in 
Florida and elsewhere, is associated with the De- 
partment of Zoology of Florida State University. 

Mr. Howard S. Huenecke, Refuge Manager of 
Des Lacs National Wildlife Refuge in Kenmare, N. 
Dak., has kindly agreed to serve as co-editor with 
Dr. and Mrs. R. T. Gammell for the Northern Great 
Plains Region. 

And finally, we are pleased to announce that Dr. 
Oliver K. Scott of Casper, Wyoming, will be the 
new Regional Editor for the Great Basin, Central 
Rocky Mountain Region. Dr. Scott is one of the most 
capable amateur field ornithologists in the United 
States and we shall be looking forward to reading 
his first report in the February issue. He succeeds Dr. 
Jessop B. Low, who recently found it necessary to 
resign due to the pressure of other duties. 
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 


Dates - - December 25 - January 3 





(Deadline for Copy - January 15, 1954) 


Forms are being mailed out to Count compilers of other years about Novem- 
ber 20th. Any compiler not receiving this blank by December 15th, please 
notify: 

Miss Elizabeth S. Manning 

1130 Fifth Avenue, New York 28, N. Y. 






Requests for forms and instructions from compilers of new areas should also 
be so addressed. 





The Patuxent Refuge is compiling special data on the Mourning Dove. It 
would be appreciated if compilers of Christmas counts would attach a4 
separate sheet to their report, giving the number of Mourning Doves seen by 
each GROUP in their area. 














